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Introduction & General Information

Introduction

Welcome to Exploring our Hebrew Roots. This class is designed to:

· Explore the Big Picture of God’s Eternal Plan of Salvation

· Understand Abraham’s Family as the Recipients of God’s Covenant and Promises 

· Understanding God’s Covenants with Israel 
· Understand God’s Heart for the Nations

· Understand God’s Law, What Is It and What Its Is Role for Believers Today

· Understand Jesus as the Jewish Messiah and Living Word

· Understand Paul’s Concepts of the Gospel, the Law, Grace, and Legalism
General Information

A. Class Format
1. Teaching, interactive discussion, and question and answer.

B. Dates

1. Sundays from 6:00 to 8:00 pm from March 6th to June 5th
a. Sunday, March 20th: Break for Purim

b. Sunday, May 15th: Break for Experiencing Freedom Retreat

C. Food & Bathrooms

1. Food is welcome during the class.

2. Bathrooms are located…
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Assumptions & Theological Framework

Assumptions

A. Our Exploration is Intended to Help us be Conformed to the Image the Messiah

For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers (Romans 8:29).

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit (II Corinthians 3:18).

1. The goal of the class is not to make anyone do or think a specific thing.

2. If our goal is anything but transformation into the image of Jesus, it is God’s heart we humble our self, seek His forgiveness, and turn to His grace.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. We Will All be Challenged in our Walk with Jesus and Love for Others at a Variety of Levels Including the Spiritual, Relational, and Congregational
1. Challenging our theological/doctrinal conclusions is always the easy part. 

2. The hard part is seeing and obeying the spiritual, relational, and practical implications of changing our position and perspectives and integrating these changes into our life and relationships. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. We are all in Process, Spiritually, Religiously, and Relationally

I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for his name’s sake. I am writing to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the Father. I write to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one (I John 2:12-14).

1. Maturity is marked by a life that manifests Jesus’ character.

2. Doctrinal accuracy must always be balanced with the call to love.

3. Our goal is not to create theological/doctrinal benchmarks by which we can label, categorize, and/or condemn one another.

4. Our goal is to help one another progress in maturity in the Messiah.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. Debate and Disagreement is Good When it Fosters Love and Good Works
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near (Hebrews 10:24,25).

1. We encourage healthy discussion, questions, and communication in the spirit of love, grace, and generosity.

2. Any other agenda in debate is suspect at best and divisive at worst.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Recognizing Influences on our Theological Framework

Group Discussion

· At what point does a doctrine become destructive?
· Are all doctrines that have caused destruction necessarily destructive?
· Is there a way to differentiate between these two issues?

A. Group Discussion Summary

1. A doctrine is destructive when its content is inconsistent with God’s nature as revealed in His Word 

2. A doctrine is destructive when its understanding, usage, or application is inconsistent with God’s nature as revealed in His Word.

B. Definition: Eternal Purpose
1. God’s intention for creation beyond time and space
2. God’s eternal purposes are a significant factor by which we establish our theological framework. By this, all the events of time and space are understood and interpreted.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. Definition: Theological Framework
1. A way of perceiving and interacting with God, His Word, and His purposes.
2. Theological frameworks are influenced as much or more by…
a. Our maturity or immaturity.

b. The spiritual, religious, and relational context of our entire lives.
c. Our willingness to surrender to God’s Word to us.
d. Past experiences, pain, and degree of restoration and wholeness.
e. The perspectives we hold about God, His Word, and His people.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. Our Theological Framework
1. Our theological framework must interact with God’s eternal purposes as revealed in His Word. And, our personal experiences (subjective paradigms) must be identified and examined as potential sources of prejudice, blindness, and fear.
a. Theology divorced from deliberate interaction with God’s eternal purposes becomes an end in itself, which makes for incorrect, destructive theology.
b. If we make theological conclusions without grappling with the influence of our personal experiences and subjective paradigms, we build on the faulty foundation of our frail, temporal human perspective.

Group Discussion

· Share a time when you realized one of your theological conclusions was more influenced by your maturity, surrender issues, etc. 
· What were some of the consequences of your conclusion? 
· What were some of the practical implications of changing your position?
· What have you learned?

2. The subject matter of this class takes us down a road that has for centuries, been largely unexplored, neglected, or intentionally ignored. As a result, we must establish a context for our exploration (eternal purposes, personal experiences) or we will be subject to severe theological, religious, and relational reactions.
3. We do not want to react to ignorance, imbalances, or weakness. We want to seek God’s heart as it is revealed in His Word and respond with faith and obedience.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Yahweh’s Eternal Purpose

Hebrew Roots or Eternal Roots?

A. Our Eternal Roots

1. To understand the significance of our Hebrew Roots, we must first understand the significance of our Eternal Roots.
a. Each generation—ours included—plays a role in the unfolding history of Yahweh’s eternal purposes. However, we must keep in mind that any look into history to gain perspective for today must begin at the beginning.

b. If we define God’s purposes and neglect the beginning point He established, and then try to do so from a later vantage point, we end up with incomplete history and therefore an incomplete present and future.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Yahweh’s Eternal Purpose is His Glory 
1. A survey of verses from beginning to end leads us to the conclusion Yahweh’s primary purpose is His glory.
a. Books of Moses: Exodus 14:17,18; 33:18; Leviticus 10:1-3; Numbers 14:13-25.

b. Prophets: Isaiah 43:7.

c. Writings: Psalm 72:18,19; Daniel 4:30-36; Habakkuk 2:14.

d. Gospels: God’s Glory in Jesus: John 1:14; 2:11; 8:48-59; 17:1-5.

e. Epistles: Romans 11:33-36; II Corinthians 1:20; Hebrews 1:1-3.

f. Revelation: Revelation 4:9-11; 19:1-6.

“…Among those who are near me I will be sanctified, and before all the people I will be glorified.’” (Leviticus 10:3).

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. Blessed be his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen and Amen! (Psalm 72:18,19).

And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne… saying, “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power…” (Revelation 4:9-11).

2. Our theological framework must rightly relate to the purpose of God’s glory. 
a. Whether by ignorance, immaturity, or intent, missing God’s glory as His ultimate purpose positions us to make God subservient to our purposes.
b. Where theological frameworks and positions are not submitted to this ultimate purpose, they lead us into deception and can take us into spiritual death.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. Yahweh’s Glory in and through Humanity
1. God’s original design was the impartation of His nature to humanity to expand His glory and Kingdom throughout creation (Genesis 1:26-28).
a. He revealed His glory by imparting His image (nature, identity, and life) and dominion (authority, power) to humanity. 
b. The sustenance of our image (nature, identity, and life) and the fulfillment of our dominion (authority, power, and destiny) depended on unhindered intimacy and exclusive relationship (Genesis 3).

2. In response, creation—particularly humanity—was to respond to God’s grace by offering glory to Yahweh for the love and life He eternally extends to us and the image and dominion He has given us.
a. Our eternal role as kings and priests is for God’s glory (Revelation 1:6; notice also: I Peter 5:5-11; Jude 1:24,25; 4:9-11).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D. The Beginning & End
1. By looking at our origin and ending, we can see God’s original design for His creation and His description of what restoration will ultimately look like.
2. Eden (Genesis 1-3).

a. Yahweh’s presence was severed (Genesis 3:22-24).

b. Relationship with Yahweh severed (Genesis 3:22-24).

c. Our identity and destiny marred (Genesis 3:14-19).

d. Death was the inevitable result of sin (Genesis 3:1-7, 22-24).

3. Eternity (Revelation 21,22, esp., 21:1-7).

a. Unhindered Presence (Revelation 21:3,4; 22:1-5).

b. Unhindered Relationship (Revelation 21:3,4; 22:3,4).

c. Restoration to our Image and Dominion (Revelation 1:6; 5:8-11).

d. Life is the inevitable result of restoration (Revelation 22:12-17)
4. The Tripartite Formula: Revelation 21:3,4
a. I Will Be Your God—You Shall Be My People—I Will Dwell Among You
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E. Salvation: Restoration to Yahweh’s Intention
1. Definition: Salvation
a. Salvation is responding to God’s invitation to be restored to His image (nature, identity) and dominion (authority, power, dominion) in Jesus Christ. 
2. Definition: Sin
a. Sin is falling short of God’s glory, literally, resisting Yahweh’s call and grace to enter into eternal intimacy and exclusive relationship with Him, so His image and dominion manifest through us (Romans 3:23; II Corinthians 3:18).

3. Salvation is the Restoration of His Image—Let Us Make Man in Our Image
a. Justification (Genesis 15:1-6; Romans 4:1-25; James 2:18-26).

4. Salvation is the Restoration of our Destiny—Let Them Have Dominion.

a. Sanctification (Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5,6; I Peter 1:13-21; 2:9,10).

5. Salvation is Restoration to His Presence through Relationship— I Will Be Your God and You Shall Be My People; I Will Dwell Among Them.

a. Glorification (Exodus 3:6; Psalm 16:9-11; I Thessalonians 4:13-18).

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why Does God’s Eternal Purpose Matter?

Group Discussion

· How might understanding God’s eternal purposes have impacted past situations where theological frameworks were destructive? 

A. Why It Matters?
1. Yahweh’s eternal purposes (His glory, our image and dominion, our unique relationship with Him through His presence) are the compass by which we understand, interpret, apply, and respond to theological revelation in His Word.
2. Dedication to understand, experience, and live God’s eternal purposes are a safety net (although a fallible one) to the destruction and deception that often accompanies the practical and relational expressions of our theological frameworks.
3. If we attempt to understand our Hebrew Roots without submitting this specific issue to Yahweh’s eternal purposes, our conclusions will lead us into inconsistency, confusion, and even deception and death.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Yahweh’s Word—Unfolding & Unified

Group Discussion
· Tell your life story in about three to four minutes.

· As you have considered the issues of our Hebrew Roots, what questions have been most difficult for you and why?
Interpretative Issues & Assumptions
A. The Relationship of the Tanakh to the Apostolic Scriptures

1. Accurate Biblical Interpretation Rests on Rightly Defining the Relationship of the Tanakh to the Apostolic Scriptures.

a. Issue: Continuity versus Discontinuity

b. Issue: Replacement and Supersession

c. Issue: Identity and Audience

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Group Discussion
· Discuss some of the common ways you have experienced others or yourself interpreting and applying the Torah.

· What do these conclusions assume about the Torah? 
B. Two Theological Approaches

1. Systematic: This approach systematizes the content of God’s Word under specifically defined categories, such as: sin, God, end times, the church, etc.

a. Conclusions are made about God, his purposes, and His will by organizing the truths of Narrative and Biblical Theology into logical relationships.

b. This approach looks to eliminate all contraction.

c. This approach is synchronic: it orders the subjects of God’s Word without respect for the specific time of revelatory history in which it was given.

2. Biblical: This approach assumes the content of God’s Word was given in a specific fashion. To understand God’s Word, we must honor the way it was given as much as the content that was revealed. 

a. Conclusions are made about God, His purposes, and His will relying primarily on the historic and/or chronological revelation of His Word.

b. This approach expects to find apparent contradictions.

c. This approach is diachronic: it interprets God’s Word with the paradigm it was revealed progressively and this fact should influence our interpretation.

d. In general, the idea that we learn God’s eternal purposes and will from the stories of Scripture is biblically sound (Luke 24:27). The Bible’s stories are there to reveal Yahweh, His purposes, and His will; we are to learn from those revelations of truth so we can be transformed into His images and fulfill His purposes (e.g., Mark 2:23-28). This is one important reason the stories have been preserved for us (Romans 15:4).
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. The How and What of God’s Word

1. Structure and Content: The “How” and “What” of Yahweh’s Word.

a. Structure deals with how God’s Word is revealed.

b. Content deals with the information and concepts revealed in His Word.

2. It is just as important to understand how God revealed His Word as it is to understand what God revealed in His Word.
a. God revealed the reality of faith by telling the story of Abraham.

b. God revealed His sovereignty and power over false gods in the Exodus story.

c. God revealed salvation in the Messiah by telling the story of His life and ministry.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Group Discussion
· How have you been trained to interpret the Bible?

· What impact has your training had on you?

Understanding Progressive Revelation

A. The Dynamics of Progressive Revelation

1. Progressive Revelation Means Yahweh revealed truth gradually and deliberately.
a. God’s Word is to be understood from the Tanakh to the Apostolic Scriptures as an unfolding flower. God did not reveal His truths all at once. It was a progressive process that spanned generations, authors, and cultures. 
b. To rightly interpret God’s Word, we must take into account the state of revelation at the time it was given to properly understand a specific text. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Progressive revelation means Yahweh caused divinely-chosen individuals in history to perfectly record the people and events of a specific time period that contain a portion of eternal truth He intended to communicate at that time.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Progressive revelation assumes each new revelation of truth builds upon, expands, or illuminates previous truth.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Progressive revelation assumes there is continuity in each revelation from Yahweh, tying all of them together to create a unified whole.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Progressive revelation helps us understand Yahweh’s Word is an integrated, interdependent, unified whole that remains in tact only when every letter, word, book, and section function as Yahweh intended.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Progressive revelation helps us reconcile the reality that God is unchanging, past, present, and future.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. The Biblical Basis of Progressive Revelation

1. The Authors of Scripture Across the Generations

a. God’s Word was revealed to different people at different points in history, which indicates His revelation was unfolding.

b. Moses wrote the Books of Moses; David wrote many of the Psalms; Jeremiah wrote the books of Jeremiah and Lamentations. 

2. The Testimony of Yahweh in His Son

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, (Hebrews 1:1-3).

a. Yahweh spoke in the past by the prophets (He revealed something to them) and in these “last days” He spoke through His Son (He revealed something through His Son’s life and ministry). 
b. Walter Kaiser wrote: “There can be little doubt that the Old Testament is a series of successive divine revelations leading up to the grand disclosure in Jesus (Yeshua) the Messiah. That is the point of the writer of Hebrews as he began his book…”
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
God’s Unfolding Purpose in the Structure of His Word

	Section
	Books
	Contents
	Purpose

	Books of Moses
	Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy
	· Narrative/Story

· Covenants (Noah, Abraham, Israel)

· Instruction

· Promise

· Blessings & Curses
	· Foundational Revelation of Yahweh’s Eternal Purposes

· Establish God’s Redemptive Promises in Promised Messiah

· Establish the Means of God’s Redemption through Covenant Relationship with His Chosen People, Israel

	Prophets & Writings
	Early Prophets

Joshua, Judges, I-II Samuel, I-II Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel 

Later Prophets

Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi 

Writings
Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, I-II Chronicles
	· Narrative/History

· Prophetic

· Covenant

· Poetry/Wisdom
	· Expansion of God’s Eternal Purposes and Kingdom through His Covenant People, Israel

· Prophetic Call to Return to Yahweh’s Eternal Purposes as Revealed in the Books of Moses and His Unfolding Revelation through His Prophets

· Development and Expansion of the Promise of the Messiah’s Redemption

· Illustrate the Faithfulness of Yahweh to His Eternal Purpose and Covenant People in Spite of their Unfaithfulness



	Gospels
	Matthew, Mark, Luke, John
	· Narrative/History
	· Promised Messiah & His Kingdom Arrive in Jesus 

· Fulfillment of the Messiah’s Mission as Suffering Servant

· Establish the Authenticity of Person and Ministry of Jesus as the Messiah

	Acts, Epistles, Revelation
	Acts, Romans, I Corinthians, II Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, I Thessalonians, II Thessalonians, I Timothy, II Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, I Peter, II Peter, I John, II John, III John, Jude, Revelation
	· Narrative/History

· Epistle

· Prophetic
	· Expansion of God’s Purposes and Kingdom Among the Nations through the Reality and Proclamation of the Messiah’s Death and Resurrection

· The Messiah’s Salvation Ministered to the Nations through His Abiding Presence in His Covenant People

· Fulfillment of the Messiah’s Mission as the Interceding and Reigning King

· Promise of Messiah’s Eternal Purpose and Kingdom Fulfilled


Progressive Revelation: Promise & Purpose

This chart represents the principle of progressive revelation. In it, we see God’s promise of the Messiah and His eternal purposes as revealed in His Word. These two elements—the promise of the Messiah and God’s eternal purpose—are interdependent promises unfolding throughout the pages of God’s Word.

· Some passages illustrate the principle by demonstrating God’s original intention.

· Some passage illustrate the principle by demonstrating God’s purpose to restore humanity to it original purpose.

	The Promise
	Books of Moses
	Prophets & Writings
	Gospels
	Epistles & Revelation

	The Coming Messiah
	Genesis 3:15

Genesis 12:1-3

Deuteronomy 18:15-22
	Isaiah 11:1-11

Isaiah 22:22

Isaiah 53
	Matthew 11:1-6
	Romans 5:12-21

Galatians 4:4

	Image

Make Man in Our Image
	Genesis 1:26-28

Genesis 5:1,2

Leviticus 19:2
	Psalm 17:15

Ezekiel 36:26,27
	Matthew 5:21

Matthew 11:25-30
	I Corinthians 3:18

Philippians 3:21

I John 3:1,2

	Dominion
Let Them Have Dominion
	Genesis 1:26-28

Genesis 12:1-3

Deuteronomy 4:6-8

Deuteronomy 28:1
	Psalm 8:4-8

Psalm 149

Isaiah 60:1-22
	Matthew 16:17-19

Matthew 19:28

Mark 4:26-32
	Revelation 1:6

Revelation 20:4

	Relationship
I Will Be Your God

You Shall Be My People
	Genesis 17:7,8

Exodus 6:6,7
	I Chronicles 17:22-24

Jeremiah 31:31-34
	John 17:1-3
	I Corinthians 6:16-18

Hebrews 8:8-10

Revelation 21:1-7

	Intimacy
I Will Dwell Among You
	Exodus 25:8
	Zephaniah 3:17
	John 1:14

John 14:15-18
	Revelation 7:16,17

Revelation 21:1-7
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Progressive Revelation in “The Promise”

The Implications of Progressive Revelation
A. “Old” and “New” Testaments are arbitrary human divisions not rooted in the text.

1. God considers all His revelation profitable (II Timothy 3:16,17).

B. The books written by the Apostles are not the “New Covenant”

1. God did not create a covenant anywhere in the Apostle’s writings. He did, however, begin to fulfill the New Covenant (promised in Jeremiah) through the Messiah’s death and resurrection.

C. God did not do away with the “Old Covenant” when Jesus died and was raised.

1. God has not done away with any of the Bible because it is an integrated unity, relying on all its parts to be whole. In fact, the only books of available to God’s people for discipleship for the first decades after Jesus’ ascension were the Tanakh.

2. Consider the following questions:

a. If we do away with the “Old Covenant”, does it mean we want to do away with all the prophecies about the Messiah as well?

b. If we do away with the Books of Moses, its teaching, its prophecies, have we done away with the foundation upon which the Messiah is revealed?

Covenants: Abraham & Moses

Interpretive Issues for Yahweh’s Covenants

A. The Purpose of Yahweh’s Covenants

1. Yahweh’s Covenants: Fulfillment of His Eternal Promise—See Page 15 of Syllabus
a. God’s eternal promise begins in Eden and unfolds over the years of history.

b. The narrative of scripture is the story of God’s unfolding promise.

c. Yahweh established covenants with His people to fulfill His eternal promise: His Glory through the restoration of His Image and Dominion in us sustained by Unhindered Intimacy and Exclusive Relationship.

d. The Tripartite Promise: I will be your God, you shall be my people, and I will dwell among you (Revelation 21:1-7).

B. Some Interpretive Assumptions

1. Progressive Revelation—See Lesson Two of Syllabus
a. The implications of Progressive Revelation mean each covenant contains direct elements that build on, clarify, and expand Yahweh’s promise.

2. Continuity—See Lesson Two of Syllabus
a. The implications of Continuity mean each covenant contains elements consistent and interdependent with all the other covenants, rooted in Yahweh’s promise.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Covenant Components

By Covenant Components, we mean the elements of each covenant by which we can compare and contrast them in a systemic, deliberate way.

A. Definitive Passages define those portions of scripture that directly communicate the establishment, definition, and/or expansion of a covenant.

B. Purposes, Promises, and Provisions define the purposes of a covenant, promises given in a covenant, and provisions through which a covenant is fulfilled.

C. Relational Dynamic/Covenant Response defines how each of the parties was to respond to the purposes, promises, and provisions of the covenant.

D. Basis of Covenant Fulfillment defines the basis upon which the covenant would be fulfilled.

E. Sign is the symbolic act, event, or activity that represents the covenant, its establishment, meaning, and acts as witness to the covenant participant.

F. Spiritual Themes are the truths/realities that communicate and clarify God’s eternal purpose of His glory and our restoration to Him in the Messiah

G. Unique Issues are the unique issues, circumstances, conditions, and definitions associated with a specific covenant.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Covenant Comparison Points

	
	Definitive Passages
	Purposes

Promises

Provisions
	Relational Dynamic & Response
	Basis of Covenant Fulfillment
	Sign
	Spiritual Themes
	Unique Issues

	Abrahamic
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mosaic/Sinai
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Davidic
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	New Covenant
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


The Abrahamic Covenant: Blessing & Justification

Group Discussion

· Share a time when you had an encounter with God’s unconditional grace and describe how it changed the course of your life.

A. Definitive Passages

1. Genesis 12: Unconditional Promise of Grace for Humanity’s Blessing

2. Genesis 15: Yahweh Pours Out His Life through Blood Offering

3. Genesis 15: Abraham Pours Out His Life through Blood Offering

4. Genesis 22: Unconditional Covenant Ratified through Isaac’s Sacrifice

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Purposes, Promises, Provisions

1. Offspring ( Immediate, Generational, Eternal (Genesis 15:1-6)

2. Land ( Israel, Indirectly the Nations of the World (Genesis 13:1-18)

3. Greatness ( Fame, Reputation, Spiritual Authority (Genesis 12:1-3)

4. Inheritance/Blessing ( Abundant, Eternal Life (Genesis 12:1-3)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. Relational Dynamic: Grace from Yahweh and Faith from Abraham
1. Grace from Yahweh

a. Grace actualized in the outpouring of Yahweh’s life to Abraham in the form of natural, relational, and spiritual blessing (Genesis 12:1-3; 15).

2. Faith from Abraham

a. Faith was actualized in the outpouring of Abraham’s life in love, faithfulness, and allegiance to Yahweh in blood friendship (Genesis 17, 22).

b. Abraham’s faithfulness to Yahweh proved the reality of faith (James 2).

c. Abraham’s obedience was a faith response to Yahweh’s unconditional grace, but it was not a condition upon which God’s fulfilled His promise of blessing.

d. Abraham’s obedience was a personal response to covenant friendship.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D. Basis of Covenant Fulfillment: Unconditional
1. Yahweh’s Promise: Unconditional

a. Unconditional means Yahweh fulfills His covenant with Abraham completely from the resources of His life and love.

b. Unconditional means Yahweh fulfills His covenant with Abraham without any contribution from Abraham that could merit or earn Yahweh’s blessing.

c. Merit refers to the fact that sin destroyed our nature, and as a result, there is nothing in us (who we are) that deserves blessing.
d. Earn refers to the fact that works (what we do) cannot secure God’s blessing.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E. Sign: Circumcision
1. Circumcision & Covenant Ratification

a. The covenant was ratified through the outpouring of Abraham’s life in blood friendship and fidelity (Genesis 17).

b. The sign of circumcision was a direct, visual reminder of Yahweh’s unconditional promise of offspring, and therefore, all the other promises.

c. The sign itself reflects the significance of the covenant of life poured out in redemption for Abraham’s blessing.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
F. Spiritual Themes

1. Justification by Grace through Faith (Romans 4:1-25).
2. Yahweh’s Unconditional Grace Manifested as Blessing (Genesis 12:1-3)

a. Blessing refers to God’s promise of life in the general sense, and in specific elements of the believer’s life (Deuteronomy 30:19; Revelation 22:14).

b. The Abrahamic Covenant is the first established for blessing and redemption. It is the foundational covenant through which God made provision for salvation.
3. Covenant Friendship 

a. Abraham’s covenant was a covenant of friendship, established through the outpouring of life in love and fidelity (II Chronicles 20:7; James 2:23).

4. Identity Mingled through Blood Friendship

a. The assumption in ancient blood covenants is the comingling of identity of the deity and the worshipper (I Corinthians 1:30).

5. Faith & Obedience

a. Obedience (which includes right motives and actions) flows from faith.

b. If we reduce the Torah to a series of action misses its purpose (Galatians 3:5,6).

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Mosaic Covenant: Holiness & Sanctification

Group Discussion

· Share a time when God called you to walk in a specific area of obedience to His Word and how it changed the course of your life.

A. Definitive Passages

1. Exodus 19-24: Yahweh’s Call to Covenant Marriage and Israel’s Acceptance

2. Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 28: Secondary Passages

a. Exodus is the foundational revelation of God’s covenant with Israel.

b. Leviticus is God’s ongoing revelation of covenantal instruction to Israel at Sinai. 

c. Numbers is God’s ongoing revelation of covenantal instruction to Israel as they leave Sinai and begin their journey toward the Promised Land.

d. Deuteronomy is an expansion of God’s covenant relationship with and instruction to Israel as the next generation prepares to enter the Promised Land.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Purposes, Promises, Provisions

1. Unique Corporate/National Relationship with Yahweh ( Firstborn Son, Bride (Exodus 4:22; Jeremiah 31:9; Isaiah 62:4; Hosea 2:19)

2. Light to the Nations ( Yahweh’s Glory Revealed through Israel’s Conformity to His Image as Described in the Books of Moses (Genesis 12:1-3; Deuteronomy 4:5-8)

3. Blessings and Cursings ( Within the Realm of Faith to Inherit Life or Within the Realm of Disobedience to Inherit Death (Leviticus 26; Deuteronomy 28)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. Relational Dynamic: Grace from Yahweh and Faith from Israel
1. Grace Manifested as Redemption

a. Grace was actualized as redemption in the Exodus event (Exodus 1-15).

b. A picture of justification in the context of national redemption.

2. Grace Manifested as Covenant Relationship

a. Grace was actualized as covenant marriage to Israel (Exodus 19-24).

b. Yahweh committed Himself to Israel as Husband (Exodus 24).

c. Israel committed herself to Yahweh as wife (Exodus 24).

3. Grace Manifested as Israel’s Prophetic Calling

a. Grace was actualized as a unique call to be light to the nations: a kingdom of priests and a holy nation (Exodus 19:5,6).

b. Yahweh committed Himself to Israel for their blessing so they could be a blessing of the nations (which originated in His promise to Abraham).

4. Grace Manifested as the Revelation of Yahweh’s Nature

a. Grace was actualized in the revelation of Yahweh’s nature through the revelation of His Word: The Books of Moses (Leviticus 18:1-5; 20:7,8, 22-26).

5. Faith Response from Israel

a. Faith was to be actualized as conformity to Yahweh’s nature as defined in the Mosaic covenant/Torah (Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6).

b. The Torah describes (through story, covenant, instruction, prophecy) what Yahweh’s nature looks manifested in the life of those who trust in Him. 

c. The Torah’s revelation and instruction was intended to protect Israel’s faith in Yahweh (Hebrews 3:12-4:16).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D. Basis of Covenant Fulfillment: Unconditional and Conditional
1. Yahweh’s Choice of Israel as His Special People: Unconditional

a. The Ketubah: marriage between God and Israel (Exodus 19-24; Deuteronomy).

b. Yahweh chose Israel based on promises made to Abraham, not on anything they did or did not do (Exodus 2:23-25; Deuteronomy 7:6-8; Romans 11:1-6, 11,12).

2. Conditional: What Do We Mean?

a. Conditional means there are conditions by which a promise may or may not be received. 

b. The conditions—a lifestyle of faithfulness and obedience—are met by grace but meeting the conditions does not merit or earn the grace or associated promise.

3. Yahweh’s Choice of Israel as Light to the Nations: Conditional

a. Israel was light to the nations based on faith-based obedience (Deuteronomy 4:1-8; 26:16-19).

4. Blessing and Cursing: Conditional (Leviticus 26; Deuteronomy 28)

a. Blessing is the outpouring of Yahweh’s nature of mercy so His people would experience fuller measures of His abundant, eternal life.

b. Cursing is the outpouring of Yahweh’ nature of justice so His people would reap the temporal consequences of sin, and as a result, return to Him for their life.

c. Blessing and cursing are not merited or earned by actions alone. It is faith or doubt with their corresponding lifestyle that lead to blessing or cursing.

d. If we interpret this covenant through the lens of obedience in distinction to or separate from faith, sanctification is left to the realm of human effort and we miss the biblical reality that disobedience is first and foremost a crisis of faith.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E. Sign: The Sabbath
1. The Sabbath: Sign of the Mosaic Covenant (Exodus 31:12-18)

a. Because it is a commandment to engage in habits in the context of time, the Sabbath is a perfect sign of sanctification.

b. The Sabbath speaks to the issues of grace and faith, reminding Israel of Yahweh’s unconditional redemption (Exodus 20:8-11; Deuteronomy 5:12-15). 

c. The sign is a direct reminder of the covenant promises and provision: a unique nation that manifested His image in their lifestyle, which was conditional.

2. The Sabbath & the Abrahamic Covenant

a. The Sabbath is a sign of the Mosaic Covenant for separation and holiness.

b. The Sabbath is also built upon the spiritual realities of the Abrahamic Covenant as blessing, identity, completion, and life (Isaiah 58:1-7).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
F. Spiritual Themes

1. Sanctification is by Grace through Faith
a. Salvation is by grace through faith and so is sanctification.

b. A crisis virtually every believer faces is the reality that sanctification is by grace.
2. A National Identity of Israel

a. The Mosaic Covenant created a spiritual and national identity by which Yahweh’s glory would be seen in creation (Deuteronomy 7:1-11; I Peter 2:9,10).

3. The Torah Reveals the Lifestyle of Those Who Trust in Yahweh

a. Where the Abrahamic Covenant speaks of regenerating grace, the Mosaic Covenant defines the lifestyle of those who have been redeemed by His grace.

4. The Torah Foreshadows the Ministry of the Messiah

a. The Promised Seed (Genesis 3:15)

b. Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac (Genesis 22)

c. The Passover Lamb (Exodus 12)

d. The High Priest and the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16)

e. The Prophet like Moses (Deuteronomy 18:15)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Implications of the Abrahamic & Mosaic Covenants

Group Discussion

· What instruction in the Apostolic Writings is not initially given in the Torah or do not find their foundation in it?
· Is there instruction in the Torah not directly reiterated in the Apostolic Scriptures? If so, does this make a difference?

A. The Torah is not a curse (not God’s plan “B”), as has been taught by many in church history, but rather the revelation of God’s unfolding purpose.
1. The Torah is the continuing foundation of the revelation of God’s character and eternal purposes, without which, we have no stability in our faith nor reliability in our belief in the subsequent revelation.

2. Consider the following issues…

a. Moses said it was blessing and life (Deuteronomy 30:11-20).

b. David said he loved the Torah/Law and wrote the longest chapter in the Bible dedicated to extolling his love for it (Psalm 119).

c. Josiah returned to Yahweh with all his heart and soul by ushering in a revival based on a return to obedience to the Law of Moses (II Kings 23:1-3, 23-25).

d. Jeremiah promised that in the New Covenant, we would have the Torah/Law written on our hearts (Jeremiah 31:31-34).

e. Paul said the Torah/Law is holy, righteous, and good (Romans 7:12).

B. The Torah is not a covenant of works, by which Israel could have merited God’s salvation and life if they had only been obedient.

1. The Books of Moses, and the portions of instruction contained within it, were never given with the intention of securing salvation/justification through works (Romans 3:19-31; Galatians 3:1-14).

a. Tim Hegg writes in his commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians: “Paul’s categorical statement that ‘the law (Torah) is not of faith’…must be seen in this context, namely, that the Torah is not the basis for covenant membership because Torah does not produce faith. Faith is the gift of God to His chosen ones by which they are enabled to see the Torah for what it truly is: the revelation of God that leads to Messiah (Rom 10:4). Apart from faith, the Torah functions only to condemn—it can never bring life (covenant membership). In fact, genuine obedience to Torah (obedience which includes right motives as well as right actions) flows from faith.” 

Covenants: David & The New Covenant

Group Discussion

· Share a time when God granted you a measure of spiritual authority to expand His Kingdom and how it changed the course of your life.
The Davidic Covenant: Dominion & Spiritual Authority

A. Definitive Passages

1. II Samuel 7: Unfolding Reality of Yahweh’s Eternal Purposes

2. Secondary Passages: Psalm 89

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Purposes, Promises, Provisions 

1. Throne ( Temporal, Eternal (II Samuel 7:13,16; Psalm 89:29)

a. Notice its thematic continuity with the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 35:11).

2. Kingdom ( Temporal, Eternal (II Samuel 7:12,16)

3. Dynasty/House ( Temporal, Eternal (II Samuel 7:11,16)

4. Greatness ( Fame, Reputation, Spiritual Authority (II Samuel 7:9)

a. Notice thematic continuity with the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3).

5. Possess the Land in Peace (II Samuel 7:10,11)

a. Notice thematic continuity with the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 13:1-18).

b. Notice its development by Ethan the Ezrahite (Psalm 89:19-23).

6. Father/Son Relationship (II Samuel 7:14; Psalm 89:26,27).

a. Notice its thematic continuity with the Abraham Covenant.

7. Unconditional Lovingkindness/Mercy (II Samuel 7:15; Psalm 89:24-29)

a. The theme of mercy is consistent with Yahweh’s promises to Abraham of blessing (Psalm 89:24-37).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. Relational Dynamic: Grace from Yahweh, Faith from David and Israel
1. Grace Manifested in David’s Selection as King

a. Yahweh’s selection of David to be king of Israel was based on His unconditional grace, not on David’s merit or the merit of Israel (II Samuel 7:8).

2. Grace Manifested by God Establishing David’s Throne Eternally

a. Yahweh promised David’s throne would be established for all generations (II Samuel 7:16; Psalm 89:3,4).

b. Yahweh promised Messiah will reign on David’s throne eternally (Isaiah 9:6,7).

3. Grace Manifested by God Establishing David’s Kingdom Eternally
a. Yahweh said David’s kingdom would be eternal (II Samuel 7:16).

b. Daniel prophesied Yahweh’s king would reign forever (Daniel 7:13,14).

4. Grace Manifested by God Choosing to Build David an Eternal House/Dynasty
a. In response to David’s desire to build God a physical house, God promised David a house/dynasty (II Samuel 7:1-16, esp. 12,13; I Kings 2:33).

5. Faith Response from David and His Descendants 
a. Faith was actualized (or not actualized) in the subsequent generations that descended from David’s house and kingdom (I Kings 6:12; esp. 11:26-13:10; II Chronicles 6:16,17; 7:17,18).

b. Faith was actualized in the lives of Hezekiah and Josiah.

c. Faith was not actualized in the lives of Rehoboam and most other kings.

d. The faithfulness of Israel and Judah’s kings was compared to David’s faithfulness to God (I Kings 3:3; 11:4-13; 15:1-5; 15:11; II Kings 14:3; 16:2; 18:3; 22:2).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D. Basis of Covenant Fulfillment: Unconditional and Conditional
1. Promise of Eternal Throne ( Unconditional (II Samuel 7:13,16; Psalm 89:29)

a. David’s throne is established by God’s choosing because He would cause faithfulness in David’s descendants, ultimately seen in the Messiah.

2. Promise of Eternal Kingdom ( Unconditional (II Samuel 7:12,16)

a. David’s kingdom is established by God’s choosing because it is ultimately the kingdom over which God Himself will reign through the Messiah.

3. Promise of Eternal Dynasty/House ( Unconditional (II Samuel 7:11,16)

a. David’s house is established by God’s choosing because it was through it that the Messiah would come.

4. Promise of Continuity of David’s Throne ( Conditional 

a. The faithfulness of David’s offspring affected the temporal continuation of his throne but not the eternal continuation of it (II Samuel 7:15,16).

b. We see in the Messiah the fulfillment of the eternal promise, for He will be ever faithful to the Father (Luke 1:32,33).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E. Sign: Salt
1. Salt: Sign of the Davidic Covenant (II Chronicles 13:5)

a. The Covenant of Salt was established in the Books of Moses as a symbol of preservation and permanence (Numbers 18:19).

b. When understood in the Covenant of David, salt represents God’s grace working to preserve and make permanent David’s position, house, and throne as the seat of authority from which His Kingdom would be ruled in the Messiah.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
F. Spiritual Themes

1. God’s Promise of an Eternal King, Throne, House, and Kingdom is in David’s Seed, the Messiah

a. We see God’s promise of a king, house, and throne established (Isaiah 9:6,7).

b. The Davidic Covenant emphasizes the eternality of God’s rule over creation.

c. Many of David’s writings in the Psalms foreshadow his kingship as the everlasting rule of the Messiah (Psalm 89; 132, esp. 11,12).

2. God’s Kingdom: Now and Not Yet

a. The Kingdom has already come and the Kingdom is coming in its fullness.

b. Isaiah 9:6-7 tell us the Messiah’s Kingdom will increase forever. The increase prophesied began at His resurrection and expands until time and space cease (Ephesians 1:20-23; Philippians 2:9-11).

3. The Davidic Covenant is Restoration of Our Dominion 

a. God’s covenant with David is His promise of our place of authority over creation under the Messiah’s rule (Psalm 149; Revelation 2:26,27).

4. The Davidic Covenant Promises Messiah’s Rule Over the Nations

a. Messiah will rule over all the nations of the earth (Psalm 2; 149).

b. Peter interpreted the conversion of non-Jews as the fulfillment of promises made to David as prophesied in the book of Amos (Acts 15:13-18).

5. Spiritual Authority Follows Salvation and Sanctification

a. Spiritual authority cannot precede salvation and sanctification.

b. Spiritual authority must flow from faith in and obedience to Yahweh in the covenant of Abraham and Moses, in both the letter and in spirit.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The New Covenant: Heart Transformation

Group Discussion

· Share a time when God transformed your heart such that His will, which was once impossible, became possible. How did it change your life?
A. Definitive Passage

1. Jeremiah 31: The Unconditional Promise of Transformation into Yahweh’s Image

2. Hebrews 7-10: Expansion and Explanation of the Unconditional Promise as the Basis of Transformation

3. Secondary Passages: Ezekiel 36:25-27; II Corinthians 3:1-18

a. In the New Covenant, we see the fulfillment of God’s eternal purpose to administer His will by the power of the Spirit, in direct comparison to man’s attempt to fulfill the letter of the law.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Purposes, Promises, Provisions

1. Forgiveness ( Complete, Eternal (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

2. Reconciliation ( I Will Dwell Among Them (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

3. Relationship ( I Will Be Your God, You Will Be My People (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

4. Empowerment of the Holy Spirit for Supernatural Transformation ( Yahweh’s Nature Written on Our Hearts (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:25-27)

a. The New Covenant is the promise of heart transformation

5. Covenants Brought to Their Full Intention

a. The New Covenant brings to fullness the intention of all the previous covenants for those who come to Yahweh by faith in the Messiah.

b. The point of all God’s covenants (Abraham, Moses, David) was for His people to come to Him in faith, trusting in His provision of blessing and life.

c. “New” contains the ideas of newness and renewal.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. Relational Dynamic: Grace from Yahweh, Faith from Israel and the Nations
1. Grace Manifested as Supernatural Provision for Restoration
a. God’s grace is actualized as the provision of a covenant intended to address the inadequacy of humanity to walk in God’s nature and purpose (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:25-27; II Corinthians 3:1-18).

b. Jeremiah says the source of the breakdown of God’s people in their relationship with Him was the lack of transformation by faith in Him (Jeremiah 31:32).

2. Grace Manifested as Forgiveness
a. God’s grace is actualized as forgiveness, His provision to rid us of all that separated us from Him (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Micah 7:18,19; Hebrews 8:12).

3. Grace Manifested as Reconciliation

a. By grace, those who trust in God are reconciled to Him, which will be completely fulfilled at Jesus’ return (Jeremiah 24:7; Hosea 2:20; Hebrews 8:10,11).

b. Through a sacrificial substitute, we are reconciled to Him.

4. Grace Manifested as Unique Relationship

a. God’s grace is actualized in us by restoring to a relationship with Him, by which it can be said we “know” Him (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 8:8-12). 

5. Grace Manifested as Heart Transformation
a. Grace is actualized as God’s nature inscribed on the heart of those who trust in the Messiah (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 11:19,20; 36:25-27; Hebrews 8:10).

6. Grace Manifested in a Exclusive Relationship with Israel
a. Grace is actualized in the New Covenant being established exclusively with Israel and Judah, for the ultimate restoration of all nations.

b. The New Covenant was not made with the nations or “the church” (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Romans 9:4,5).

7. Grace Manifested as Israel Receiving Her Messiah, Jesus

a. The New Covenant is being fulfilled and finds it completion when Israel has come to her Messiah (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Romans 9-11, esp. 11:1-32).

b. Those who come to faith between Jesus’ first and second coming are the first fruits of the New Covenant (Galatians 3:29).

8. Faith Response to God’s Messiah, Jesus
a. Faith is our response of trust in the person and work of the Messiah, Jesus, to accomplish the promise and provisions of the New Covenant.

b. The New Covenant declares the promises and provisions of all God’s covenants are accessed by faith alone (Romans 4:1-25; 9:30-10:13; Hebrews 8:8-10).

9. Faith Response as Trust and Obedience
a. Faith is actualized as inward transformation resulting in obedience to God’s Word as empowered by the Holy Spirit (Ezekiel 36:25-27; Romans 6-8).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D. Basis of Covenant Fulfillment: Unconditional
1. Forgiveness ( Unconditional

a. The New Covenant extends reconciling forgiveness to all those who respond to the Messiah in faith (Matthew 26:26-30; Acts 13:38,39; Romans 3:19-26).

2. Reconciliation ( Unconditional

a. The New Covenant is the climax of God’s covenant promises throughout the ages to reconcile His creation to Himself. 

b. God’s promise of life in His covenants are unconditional, which means al people who trust in the Messiah will be blessed (literally, given life) by God’s choosing.

3. Unique Relationship ( Unconditional

a. The New Covenant declares all those who trust in the Messiah will have unique covenant relationship with Him, literally, will know Him.

b. Those who participated in His previous covenants did not necessarily know Him, though He invited them into covenant relationship.

4. Supernatural Transformation ( Unconditional

a. The New Covenant promises God’s instruction as contained in the Torah specifically, and His Word, generally, will be written on the hearts of all who trust in Him (Jeremiah 31:31-34).

1. Instruction alone, literally Torah, cannot empower us to be transformed into the image of the Messiah, which means external obedience is not evidence of New Covenant transformational reality (Romans 8:1-4).

b. The New Covenant was established as the result of human weakness, not inadequacy in previous covenants (Jeremiah 31:32; Hebrews 8:7-9).

c. The New Covenant does not negate God’s previous covenants; it completes them.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E. Sign: The Blood of the Messiah
1. The Blood of the Messiah

a. The sign of the New Covenant is the blood of the Messiah (Matthew 26:26-30).

b. The outpouring of life from one who was both God and man.

c. The blood of friendship in Abraham and the blood of forgiveness and covenant relationship in Moses finds it fulfillment in Jesus’ blood of covenant friendship/mingled natures (Hebrews 8:8,9) and forgiveness (Hebrews 8:10).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
F. Spiritual Themes

1. The New Covenant is Eternal in Scope

a. The New Covenant is eternal in its scope, which means it is not bound by time (Jeremiah 31:35-37).

b. Yahweh has invited His people into the New Covenant in every generation.

1. The Gospel was preached to Abraham and Israel (Galatians 3:8).

2. The Gospel was preached to Israel, given as an invitation into God’s life and blessing (Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6; Hebrews 3:1-4:2).

3. The Gospel is that to which the remnant has responded throughout time, whether Jew or non-Jew (Romans 9:27; 11:1-6).

2. The New Covenant is a Summary of Yahweh’s Eternal Purpose and Provision

a. His Eternal Purpose: I will be 

3. Faith: The Gateway to Life

a. Faith is the exclusive way to all Yahweh’s covenants and promises.

b. All those of faith, participants in the New Covenant, are inheritors of Abraham’s blessing of life, have been brought into Israel and are partakers of her covenants, and are part of the fulfillment of David’s covenant (Acts 15:13-18; Galatians 3:29; Ephesians 2:14-16).

c. It has always been God’s intention to have a people of faith. In His sovereignty, He raised up the nation of Israel to be light to the nations. While they have not walked in their calling, they are not cast off forever. However, they will come to restoration through faith; and, those among the nations come to Him through faith as well. This means that with the commencement of the New Covenant, God’s is fulfilling His purpose of raising up a people of faith, whether Jew or Gentile (Romans 2:12-29).

4. The Provision of the Messiah

a. God’s intention is to restore creation to its original purpose and does this through the provision of Jesus’ blood. 

b. The blood of Jesus makes it possible for us to mingle our nature with Yahweh’s and be restored to our original design.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Implications of the Davidic & New Covenants

A. The New Covenant does not supersede God’s previous covenants
1. Extension and Completion: Not Annulment

a. The New Covenant is both the foundation and fulfillment of all the other covenants. It brings to completion that which was promised in the others.
2. The New Covenant Inherently Contains the Torah

a. Yahweh promises to write the Torah on the hearts of His people.

b. Yahweh’s New Covenant is the promise to write the Torah on the hearts of His people, which means to do away with the Mosaic Covenant, we gut the promise of the New Covenant.

B. All Yahweh’s covenants call His people to reach the nations with the Gospel
1. The Promise of the Nations

a. Abraham

1. All nations shall be blessed in you (Genesis 12:1-3).

b. Moses

1. Israel would be God’s treasured possession of all the nations (Exodus 19:5,6).
c. David

1. Israel, under the authority of God’s covenant with David, will possess the nations as the reigning authority (Amos 9:11,12). 

2. The Apostle James interpreted the inclusion of non-Jewish people in the body of Messiah through conversion as the fulfillment of the prophecy in Amos (Acts 15:12-19).

d. The New Covenant (Romans 11:11-24).

1. Jesus is the mediator of the New Covenant (Luke 22:20; Hebrews 9:15).

2. Both Jew and non-Jew have been called to salvation (Romans 9:22-24).

3. The promise of the New Covenant was made to Israel and Judah.

4. Israel’s rebellion led to their temporary rejection as it relates to their call to bring the Gospel to the nations and to walk as Yahweh’s people of faith.

5. Their rejection led to the inclusion of non-Jews by faith (Romans 2:28,29).

The Messiah: Fulfillment of God’s Promise

Group Discussion
· In small groups, discuss the time in your life when Jesus moved from a concept or idea to a living, saving reality and life-giving relationship.
The Messiah: The Center Piece of God’s Eternal Promise

A. The Promise
1. The Concept of “The Promise” Weaves Redemptive History Together

a. “Promise” is the keynote of Yahweh’s Word, especially found in His covenants.

1. See Lessons One and Two for Review
b. “The primary tension of Judaism, which dominates all Old Testament and Jewish thought, is that of promise and fulfillment. And this was what the earliest Christians found resolved in Christ.”
 

2. God’s Promises Converge and Find Fulfillment in the Messiah

a. The word “promise” was used to refer to God’s covenants with His people by the writers of the Apostolic Scriptures (Acts 7:17; Romans 4:13-21; 9:4, 8,9; II Corinthians 6:17-7:1; Galatians 4:23, 28; Hebrews 7:6).

b. The word “promise” more specifically was used in reference to the Messiah as the fulfillment and centerpiece of God’s Kingdom purposes (Acts 13:23, 32,33; 26:6; Romans 15:8; II Corinthians 1:20; Galatians 3:14-29; Ephesians 2:12; 3:6; Hebrews 6:13-17; 8:6; 9:15).

c. Example: Covenants of “the” Promise in Ephesians 2:12.
1. In the Greek, the phrase includes the word the, which connects all the covenants with the eternal promise of Yahweh seen in the Messiah.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. The Promise of His Coming in the Torah, Prophets, and Writings

1. The Messiah in the Torah

a. The Promised Seed of Eden (Genesis 3:15)

b. The Messiah in the Abrahamic Covenant

1. The Promised Seed/Offspring (Genesis 12:1-3; 22 ( Galatians 3:16).

2. Isaac: A Type of The Messiah (Genesis 22).

c. The Messiah in the Mosaic Covenant

1. The Passover Lamb (Exodus 12).

2. The High Priest (Leviticus 16; Hebrews 4:12-16; 7-10).

3. The Prophet (Deuteronomy 18:15).

4. The Serpent Lifted Up (Numbers 21:4-9).

2. The Messiah in the Prophets & Writings

a. The Messiah in the Davidic Covenant

1. The Seed of David (II Samuel 7:10-17).

2. The Promise of an Eternal Throne, Kingdom, House (Psalm 89:19-37).

b. The Messiah in the Prophets

1. The Holy One Who Triumphs Over Death (Psalm 16:10).

2. The Reigning King (Psalm 2; 110).

3. The Suffering Servant (Isaiah 53; also 42-53).

4. The Son of Man (Daniel 7:13,14).
5. Provide Atonement through His Death (Daniel 9:24-26).
6. The King-Priest (Zechariah 6:12,13).
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. The Fulfillment of the Promise in the Gospels

1. God’s Eternal Purpose of Messianic Restoration was Actualized in Jesus 

a. Jesus’ Coming Fulfilled Abrahamic Promises (Luke 1:54-55; 2:67-75).

b. Jesus’ Coming Fulfilled Mosaic Promises (John 5:30-47, esp. 5:39,45,46).

c. Jesus’ Coming Fulfilled Davidic Promises (Luke 1:32,33; 68-75).

1. Here we see illusions to the prophecy in Isaiah 9:6,7

2. Jewish Expectations of the Messiah in the First Century

a. “In first-century Jewish thought messianic expectation was mainly focused on a Davidic Redeemer endowed with the qualities of a soldierly prowess (a warrior-king), righteousness, and holiness; but there was also speculation of a priestly-and prophetic Messiah…” Marvin R. Wilson, Our Father Abraham, pg. 57.

b. While there was no cohesive agreement regarding the Messiah, there was clear expectation the Messiah would come and fulfill prophesy (Luke 7:19,20). This expectation revolved around tangible manifestation of God’s restoration among His people in fulfillment of prophecy (Luke 7:21-24).

c. Passages like Isaiah 35:5 and 61:1,2 were the basis of Messiah expectation. Jesus’ words and actions, then, were measured against these prophecies. 

3. The Imagery of the First Century Expectation

a. The Suffering Servant

1. Based on texts like Isaiah 53:3,4, we can see the Apostles interpreted Jesus’ life and ministry as fulfillment of prophecy (Matthew 8:16,17). 
2. However, there was much confusion about the purpose of His first coming, so much so that even some of His disciples thought His death signified He was not the Messiah (Luke 24:21).
b. The Reigning King
1. Based on texts like Genesis 49:10, Psalm 110, Isaiah 9:6,7, there was expectation the Messiah would rule as King and restore Israel to her place of blessing and authority among the nations.

2. The disciples asked this very question immediately after Jesus’ death and resurrection, indicating their anticipation (Acts 1:6).

3. Because of Jesus’ commitment to fulfill His mission of destroying sin and death through His own death, He choose to keep His ministry as the Messiah obscure, while never denying it.

c. Son of Man

1. Jesus used the phrase “Son of Man” to describe Himself in reference to Daniel 7:13,14, which appears to be a first-century understanding of the Messiah.

4. Jesus’ Own Words and Actions About His Messianic Mission

a. Jesus said the Books of Moses witnessed to the authority and authenticity of His person and ministry (John 5:30-47, esp. 5:39,45,46).

b. When approached by John’s disciples, Jesus summarized His ministry in the terms first-century Jews would directly ascribe to the Messiah (Matthew 11:1-6).

c. While first-century Jews lost vision and faith for the nations, Jesus’ actions with the Samaritan and the Syro-Phoenician women and His ministry in Capernaum fulfill prophecy about the Messiah being light to the nations (Matthew 4:12-17; John 4:1-42).

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D. The Fulfillment of the Promise Revealed in the Acts & Epistles

1. The Reigning King

a. For the Apostles, Jesus was David’s reigning descendant who ruled from heaven through His ascension (Romans 1:3; II Timothy 2:8).

b. In Acts, Jesus is portrayed as present in heaven, ruling over the affairs of man, even the death of His servants (Acts 7:54-60).

2. The Reigning King and Yahweh’s Promises

a. In the minds of the Apostles, the foundation of God’s promises to us rest on the resurrection and ascension of Jesus. 

b. We have every spiritual blessing because we are seated with Jesus (Ephesians 1:3; Colossians 3:1).

c. We are raised to a new life by our identification with Jesus’ death and resurrection (Romans 6:1-11).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E. The Final Fulfillment of the Promise: Jesus’ Second Coming
1. The Redeemer shall come to Zion (Isaiah 59:20-21; Zechariah 14:4).
a. Yahweh promised Israel will know the redemption of the Messiah (Zechariah 12:8-13:1; Jeremiah 31:31-40). 
b. In their national restoration, God will recover the remnant of His people from the four corners of the earth, and restore the Davidic Kingdom (Isaiah 9:6,7; 11, Jeremiah 23:3-8).
c. The Apostles believed these prophecies would be fulfilled in Jesus’ second coming (Romans 11:25-27; Hebrews 9:28).
2. The Promise of His Coming (I Corinthians 15:51-57; I Thessalonians 4:13-18).
a. The language of “promise” is present in God’s initial revelation of His covenants and continues on through the Apostolic Writings in reference to Jesus’ return.
3. The Book of Revelation
a. Revelation carries the prophecies of Jesus into the future. 
b. His second coming is presented as judgment over all the earth, in which the nations see Him as He is—the Reigning King and Just Judge (Revelation 6:12-17).
c. Then, He is presented as the King reigning over all the earth in bodily form (Revelation 11:15; 20). 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Group Discussion
Write down some of the potential implications of preaching the Gospel without the historic promise in the Tanakh and fulfillment in the person of Jesus as our foundation.

The Messiah & The Torah

A. The Messiah & The Torah

1. First Century Judaism: The Torah Pointed to Jesus

a. Jesus was the fulfillment of all that had been prophesied in the Torah.

b. Jesus claimed that to reject Him was to reject the Torah (John 5:39, 45-47).

2. Historic Christianity: Jesus’ Person and Work Interwoven with the Torah

a. We cannot separate Jesus from the Torah because He is its very fulfillment.

b. Problem One: Grace without transformation.

c. Problem Two: Jesus is made in our image.

d. Problem Three: Redemption is in our hands.

e. Problem Four: Jesus is no different than any other god or religious figure.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Messiah: His Nature and Its Implications

A. Establishing the Authenticity of the Messiah

1. The Expected Messiah and the Person of Jesus

a. The revelation of Jesus (identity, nature, life, teaching) must be consistent with the prophecies found in the Torah, Prophets, and Writings or He cannot be the expected Messiah.
2. Some Apparent Conflicts Found in the Person of Jesus

a. Yahweh is presented as the One who created all things (Isaiah 44:24), and yet, Jesus is said to be the creator of all things (John 1:1-4; Colossians 1:15-19). 

b. The Books of Moses and Prophets make it clear Yahweh alone redeems and saves His people (Isaiah 45:21,22), yet Jesus is portrayed as the One who saves and redeems (Matthew 1:21; I Timothy 1:15).

c. God says He will not share His glory with any other (Isaiah 48:11), and yet, Jesus asked for the glory of the Father to be restored to Him in His death and resurrection (John 17:5).

d. Yahweh said there is no god besides Him (Isaiah 44:6), and yet Jesus claimed the title “Son of Man”, claimed to exist before Abraham, professed to be “I AM”, said He had the authority to forgive sins, and others recognized Him as the Son of God (Matthew 9:1-8; 14:33; John 8:48-59).

3. The Question: Can These Conflicts be Resolved?

a. The Tanakh must define Jesus as deity in order to be consistent with the revelation, works, and words of Jesus as revealed in the Gospels and Epistles.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. The Witness of the Tanakh and History

1. Immanuel: God With Us
a. Isaiah 7:14 prophesies the coming of the Messiah and, in it, the Messiah is given the name “Immanuel”. 
b. The point of the prophecy is that God would dwell among His people and would somehow manifest His Deity in Israel.
c. Jesus was said to be God who became flesh and took on the identity of Immanuel (Matthew 1:23; John 1:1, 14).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. An Eternal Priest

a. Psalm 110:4 prophecies the Messiah would be an eternal priest after the order of Melchizedek. This priesthood is clearly ascribed to Jesus in Hebrews 7-10. 

b. To be an eternal priest, one must be eternal, to have life in Himself. God lives eternally because He has life in Himself and Jesus ascribed this attribute to Himself (John 5:26).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. The Divine Word 

a. John begins His Gospel by identifying Jesus as “the Word” and “God” (John 1:1). 
b. By calling Jesus “God”, He identifies Him as divinity. 
c. The Aramaic word memra, which means “word”, was used among first-century (and before) Jews to express the idea of Divinity or the supernatural revelation of Yahweh’s Divine presence. 
d. It could even be used in reference to the sacred name of God, Yahweh. 
e. This concept was used to explain the manifestations of the Angel of Yahweh throughout biblical history. God’s divine, spoken Word was considered so much a part of who He was that it would manifest in human form.
f. Calling Jesus “the Word”, taking into account the Jewish concept of memra, John identifies Jesus with the Divine Presence, who maintained His Deity when He became “flesh” and dwelt among humanity (John 1:14a). 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. The Divine Nature: Grace and Truth

a. The rabbis considered the essential nature of God to be grace/mercy and truth, based on Yahweh’s self-revelation in Exodus 33:6,7.

b. When John refers to the Messiah in John 1:14, He says Jesus was full of grace and truth, meaning, He possessed the fullness of God expressed in His divinity.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. The Living Word

a. Wisdom was considered the personification of God Himself, often as the memra. When it is said that Jesus brought truth and grace and was the living word, it is direct association between God’s nature embodied in wisdom and Jesus Himself being the Word manifested in the flesh (John 1:14; John 6:47-51). Through supernatural acts and the written Word, humanity has seen the truth and grace of the eternal God. Jesus, when He took on human form, was said to be the revelation of grace and truth (John 1:14). He was the Living Word, personifying the absolute truth and grace of God. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Jesus’ Considered Himself Deity

a. Jesus said healing was the objective, undeniable demonstration He could forgive sins. And, it was rightly believed only God could forgive sins, which meant Jesus claimed to be God (Matthew 9:1-8).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Fellow Heirs

Yahweh’s Eternal Plan of Salvation

A. The Covenants: God’s Unfolding Revelation of Salvation

1. A Brief Review of the Covenants

a. The Garden: Image & Dominion ( Intimacy & Relationship

b. The Abrahamic Covenant ( Blessing, Promise, Life, Grace, Acceptance

c. The Mosaic Covenant ( Holiness, Consecration, Conformity, Obedience

d. The Davidic Covenant ( Spiritual Authority

e. The New Covenant ( Transformation and Restoration

2. Our Dilemma: What About Non-Jewish People?

a. Yahweh’s covenants with Israel are the only offer of salvation for humanity. 

b. Salvation comes only by through His Messiah, the fulfillment of His covenants.

c. How, then, can the non-Jew inherit the blessing of abundant, eternal life?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Salvation Within the Torah and Israel

1. Salvation is a Matter of Faith

a. From the beginning, salvation came by trusting in God’s provision of a substitute, through whom one could be reconciled to God by faith (Genesis 3:15; 4:1-7).

b. Abraham was righteous because of his faith (Genesis 15:6; Romans 4:1-25).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. The Eternal Scope of the New Covenant 

a. The promise of the New Covenant has always been available to any who would come to Yahweh on the basis of faith.

b. The admonition to be circumcised in heart was the essence of the New Covenant before it was formally defined (Deuteronomy 10:14-18; 30:6).

c. The “Faith Hall of Fame” in Hebrews 11 demonstrates God has always called His people to walk in faith and that faith is the only means of salvation.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Israel & Faith

a. Even though Israel was given the promises of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they still had to come on the basis of faith in Him (John 8:34-59).

b. To be a covenant member of Israel did not automatically confer a right standing before God—it did not “justify” (Romans 2:17-29).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. The Promise of the New Covenant in Context (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

a. The New Covenant was given to Israel and Judah—not the nations.

b. The New Covenant promised the Torah—literally, God’s character as it was revealed in His written Word—would be written on Israel’s heart.

c. What do we make of the promise in Jeremiah 31:34: “No longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me…” 

d. Only those who come by faith are included in Abraham’s blessing because life comes by faith through grace alone (Romans 4:1-25).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Confusion in the First Century
a. By the first century, Judaism largely believed salvation was offered by God’s mercy and grace but was only available to the Jew.
b. If a person was part of Israel, either by birth and circumcision or conversion and circumcision, they had a place in the life to come.

c. A person’s place in Israel could be lost through specific sins worthy of spiritual or physical death, i.e., “cutting off”. 

d. Salvation was based on inclusion in Israel—Group Identity.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Jesus’ Teaching on Salvation

a. Jesus declared salvation was found in Him, not in covenant identity in Israel (John 3:3,10; Matthew 11:25-30).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Paul’s Teaching on Salvation

a. Paul’s uses the phrase “in Messiah” (and other similar phrases) over 120 times, to communicate the concept that one who have faith in Messiah was “in Him” and therefore a partaker of His salvation (Romans 8:1; II Corinthians 5:19).

b. This seems to be in direct contrast to the Rabbinic teaching of salvation through group inclusion in Israel.

c. This is the context of Acts 15—what must one do to be saved: trust in the Messiah or become a Jew (Acts 15:1).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Only Those of Faith

a. Only those who come by faith are considered inheritors of the promises made to Abraham—whether Jew or Gentile (Romans 2:17-29).

b. Jews who come by faith to the Messiah grow from the “root” of Abraham. 

c. The remnant of Jewish believers (and there were and continue to be many) are saved because their faith in God’s grace—not their blood (Romans 11:1-5).

d. Jews who reject the Messiah (some did) are broken off from the root of Abraham (Romans 11:17-20). However, God’s unconditional promise to His people is that they will be reconciled to Him through the Messiah (Romans 11:7-16).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. Salvation and The Nations

1. While God’s plan of salvation was given to and comes through Abraham and his family, Yahweh’s eternal purpose has always been the redemption of the nations.

2. The Prophecies of the Nations

a. God’s promise of blessing to the nations through Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3).

b. The mixed multitude in the Exodus (Exodus 12:38).
c. The nations are considered the Messiah’s inheritance (Psalm 2:6-8; 22:27; Malachi 1:11).

d. The promised ministry of Israel to the nations (Isaiah 2:1-4; 60:1-18).

e. A place of blessing and honor for those among the nations who attach themselves to Israel (Isaiah 56:1-8).

f. Jonah’s Ministry to Ninevah

g. The nations will come to Yahweh’s people looking for righteousness and blessing (Zechariah 8:23).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Jesus and the Nations

a. Jesus claimed to be the Shepherd of Israel, but that He has “…other sheep which are not of this fold…” and asserts He “…must bring them also…and they shall be one flock with one shepherd” (John 10:11-18). 
b. In Matthew 28:19,20, Christ commands His disciples to go to all nations so they might be partakers of His divine Kingdom. 
4. Salvation Comes to the Nations through Faith in the Messiah 

a. Messiah’s salvation works through the promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Romans 4:12-14; Galatians 3:7-16, 29). 

b. All who experience salvation do so because they exercise trust in the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and in His provision of salvation, the Messiah. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Fellow Heirs: What Does it Mean to be “Saved”?

A. Conversion

1. What Does “Conversion” Mean?

a. To be “converted” in religious terms is to move from one religion to another.

2. Conversion: To The God of Abraham
a. “Conversion” in the Word of God is to move to the faith of Abraham. 

b. To move from the faith of another religion (even atheism) to the faith of Abraham is to receive the same blessing Abraham received—abundant, eternal life through the Messiah of Yahweh.
c. What, though, are the implications of conversion?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Fellow Heirs (Ephesians 2-3)

1. Paul’s Theology of Salvation: To What Have We Been Brought Near?

a. Without Christ ( With Christ (2:12)

b. Aliens, Strangers, Foreigners from the Commonwealth of Israel ( Full-Fledged Covenant Members of God’s Nation, Israel (2:12,19)

c. Strangers from the Covenants of Promise ( Participants in the Covenants of Promise and Fellow Heirs (2:12; 3:1-6).

d. Having No Hope ( Having Hope (2:12)

e. Without God ( With God (2:12)

f. Far Off ( Brought Near (2:13)

2. One New Man

a. We were made one: Jew and Gentile are one in Messiah (2:14-18). 

b. Removed the dividing wall: the religious, cultural division created by Jewish pride and Gentile rebellion, not the Torah (2:14-18).

c. Jew and Gentile reconciled in one body: no distinction (2:14-18).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. Additional Texts

1. Grafted In (Romans 11)

a. Temporarily casting away some Jews means life for Gentiles (11:15).

b. Gentiles are grafted: our grafting is into Abraham (11:17)

2. Abraham’s Seed (Galatians 3)

a. Those of faith are Abraham, which means Gentiles of faith are Abraham’s (3:7-9).

b. Jesus’ ministry on the Cross ( Gentiles receive Abraham’s blessing (3:10-14).

c. All are sons of God by faith ( Jew and Gentile alike, no distinction (3:26-28).

d. If we belong to Messiah, we are Abraham’s seed and heirs (3:29).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D. Understanding the Implications of our Incorporation into Israel

1. We are Called to be Reconciled to God through the Messiah to Dwell Forever in His Light and Life ( The Garden (John 3:16; II Peter 3:9).

a. Salvation for Jew and Gentile is the same—reconciliation to the image & dominion and relationship & intimacy for which we were created.

b. Salvation is the promise we will be fully alive—as we were intended to be—when we stand in the presence of the Father.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Inheritors of Abraham’s Promises ( The Abrahamic Covenant (Galatians 3:7-29).

a. To believe in the Messiah is to believe in the God of Abraham.

b. To believe in the Messiah is to walk in the footsteps of faith, like Abraham.

c. To believe in the Messiah is to receive the same blessing Abraham received.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. The Nations are Called to Live the Lifestyle Yahweh Defined for Abraham’s Family and Israel ( The Mosaic Covenant (Exodus 20:1-17; Deuteronomy 30).

a. Where Abraham speaks of justification, Moses speaks of sanctification.

b. The Books of Moses reveal what YahwGod’s nature looks like in tangible, practical terms for individuals, families, and nations within His covenants.

c. If we are covenant participants, we are to walk with covenant responsibility.

d. The Books of Moses were never given as a pathway to life. Therefore, to walk in obedience to them is not to embrace legalism but rather to participate in the natural maturation of the work of grace.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. We are Called to Embrace our Place of Authority in the Restoration of David’s Kingdom ( The Davidic Covenant (Acts 15:15-17).

a. Our incorporation into Israel through faith is in the Messiah is the fulfillment of God’s promises to David. To become a believer in the Messiah is to be part of God’s restorative promises to David of a house, dynasty, and kingdom.

b. God’s covenant with David is the promise of spiritual authority, which we partake in when we come to the Messiah (Matthew 28:19,20; Ephesians 1:3).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. We are Called to Live the Reality of Holy Spirit Transformation ( The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:25-27; Hebrews 8:8-10).

a. When we enter the family of Abraham and the nation of Israel, we do so by faith. Faith brings us into the same righteousness Abraham possessed.

b. As the nations come to faith in the Messiah, they are the expected fulfillment of Yahweh’s promise to Abraham.

c. To have faith in Yahweh means our trust is so transforming, Yahweh shares His nature with us ( His laws on our minds and hearts.

d. We who trust in Yahweh are His people and He is our God.

e. We who trust in Yahweh have experienced His reconciling forgiveness.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E. Defining the Community of Believers

1. Some Questions…

a. Are we descendents of Abraham? Are we Jews? Are we Israelites? Are we Christians? Are we or are we not the church?
b. Answers to these questions are multi-layered and we must usually ask: “What do you mean by…?”

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. All Those of Faith are Sons and Daughters of Abraham (Galatians 3:26-29).

a. Adoption is the only way anyone comes to faith in Messiah and inherits abundant and eternal life—even Abraham was adopted into God’s Kingdom by faith (Genesis 11:27-12:3; Deuteronomy 26:5; Joshua 24:2,3).

b. Some are natural descendents of Abraham who retain their identity and yet, are inheritors of Yahweh’s promise to Abraham by faith.

c. Some are not natural descendents of Abraham who also retain their identity as Gentiles, and are inheritors of Yahweh’s promise to Abraham by faith.

d. Therefore, we conclude we are: children of Abraham, covenant members of the household of faith, full-fledged members of God’s commonwealth (nation) of Israel, inheritors to God’s covenants of promise, filled with the hope of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and in right relationship with Yahweh through the Messiah.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. The “Church” in the Apostolic Writings.

a. To the Apostles, the church was never an institution or organization nor was it a religion separate from Judaism.

b. The church simply means: “called out ones”. From what are they called out? 

c. The Jew is called out of trusting in obedience to the Torah as the basis of salvation; Gentiles are called out of trusting in false gods as the basis of salvation. Jew and Gentiles alike are called into faith and both are called to exercise the evidence of that faith by walking in the blessing and promises and responsibilities and obligations of Yahweh’s covenants.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Judaism and Christianity
a. First, it is vital we first see ourselves as disciples of the Messiah.

b. Second, it is vital we see ourselves as members of Abraham’s family, followers of his faith, covenant participants in the root of Israel.

1. We are never to become puffed up against the natural branches, some of whom were cut off for our salvation (Romans 11:1-21).

c. Third, it is vital we see ourselves as members of the body of Messiah: all those who exercise faith in the Messiah.

1. Are we “Christians”? Well, yes!

d. Fourth, it is vital we see Abraham’s natural descendants as future inheritors of God’s blessing of life.

1. Are we “Jews”? Not by culture or race but if you mean part of Abraham’s family and covenant members of Israel, then, yes!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
F. Special Considerations

1. “I thought Yahweh divorced His people and remarried the church…”
a. Yahweh did divorce His people…for a time and only for the purpose of redemption (Jeremiah 3:6-13; Hosea 2:1-23, esp. 20-23). 

The Rabbi—Jesus Within Judaism

Group Discussion

· In what ways might our views of discipleship be altered if we believe the Torah (the books of Moses) have been done away with?

· Have you personally been impacted by this issue? How so? 

A. Where Are We?

1. Our Status

a. Fellow Heirs; Grafted In; Adopted into Abraham’s Family; Members of the Commonwealth of Israel; Participants in the Covenants

2. Our Response

a. How do we respond to these realities as believers today?

b. In particular, what do we do with the Torah, as a document, and more specifically, the Covenant of Moses and it’s role in the believer’s life?

3. Our Task

a. Examine Jesus’ perspectives of the Torah and the Mosaic Covenant (Lesson 7).

b. Examine the Torah, Covenant of Moses, grace, and legalism in relationship to one another (Lesson 8).

c. Examine the Epistles and what they have to say about the Torah and the Mosaic Covenant (Lesson 9).

d. Respond to and apply the implications of our conclusions (Lessons 10-12).

Jesus’ Life As A Jew
A. Jesus’ Jewish Life

1. Jesus’ Family Life

a. Jesus was circumcised on the eighth day (Genesis 17; Luke 2:21).

b. Jesus’ parents brought Him to the Temple to fulfill the rite of the redemption of the first born (Exodus 13:11-16; Leviticus 12:1-8; Luke 2:21-23, 39).

c. Jesus’ parents took Him to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover (Exodus 12; Deuteronomy 16; Luke 2:41-52). 

d. Jesus was educated in the Torah to the degree that the teachers of Jerusalem were amazed at His knowledge and understanding of them (Luke 2:47-51).
1. This interchange contained many elements of a Bar-Mitzvah.

2. Jesus’ Personal Life
a. When tempted by the devil, Jesus quoted from the Torah (Luke 4:1-13). 

b. Jesus wore tassels on His clothing (Numbers 15:37-40; Luke 8:43-48).

c. Jesus was obedient to Sabbath observance (Exodus 20:8-11; Luke 4:16).

d. Jesus celebrated Passover on the day of His crucifixion (Luke 22:7-20).

e. Jesus celebrated Tabernacles (John 7:37,38).

3. Jesus’ Lineage & National Identity
a. Jesus’ parents were from the tribe of Judah, descended directly from the family of David and the family of Abraham (Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Jesus the Jewish Rabbi
1. Jesus’ Methodology of Discipleship

a. He chose and trained His disciples in first-century rabbinic style (Luke 6:12-15).

b. His teaching method and style was consistent with rabbinic patterns.

1. Much of Jesus’ teaching was common in rabbinic circles in the first-century.

2. His summary of the Torah as loving God and loving others was a common assumption during the first-century (Matthew 22:37-40).

3. Jesus’ use of storytelling to teach spiritual realities was a common first-century teaching style, specifically the use of the parable.

2. Jesus’ Rabbinic Emphasis: Ethics and Miracles

a. Jesus’ ministry emphasis was on the ethical embrace of the Torah through faith in Yahweh and on miracles. 

b. These two aspects of rabbinic ministry were common among the rabbis from Galilee but not common among the rabbis of Jerusalem.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. Jesus the Jewish Messiah
1. Jesus Was the Fulfillment of Unique Expectations Within Judaism

a. See Lesson Five for Further Discussion
2. Jesus’ Ministry was First to Israel

a. While Jesus died for the world, His ministry was first to Israel (Matthew 15:24). 
b. Jesus was identified with Israel because of His love for them as God’s covenant people, consistent with Yahweh’s words in Deuteronomy 7:1-11.

c. Jesus loves His people so much, He weeps for them and even sent His disciples to minister first to the “lost sheep of…Israel” (Matthew 10:5; Luke 19:41).

3. Jesus’ Ministry to Non-Jews
a. There were times Jesus encountered non-Jews from His initiative (John 4) and times He encountered them from their initiative (Matthew 15:21-28). However, Jesus generally encountered Jewish people.
b. Jesus’ ministry was to Israel first and, at the same time, He demonstrated readiness to minister to non-Jews.
c. His ministry to non-Jews foreshadows His eternal commission to bring blessing to the nations through His ministry (John 10:11-18) and through those He anointed to expand His Kingdom (Matthew 28:18-20).
d. This is an affirmation salvation for the nations will come through the Jewish people and a Jewish Messiah.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Jesus’ Teaching About the Torah
A. Jesus’ Relationship to the Torah

1. The Importance of Jesus’ Relationship to the Torah
a. Since the Torah provides the foundation for and foretells the Messiah’s life and ministry, Jesus’ perspective of and interaction with the Torah must be consistent with the Torah itself. 
b. If Jesus’ perspective and interaction with the Torah is inconsistent with or undermining to it, He has destroyed the very foundation upon which He can be Messiah and, therefore, cannot rightly claim to be the Messiah.
2. The Importance of Jesus’ Relationship to the Torah for His Ministry
a. Since the Torah provides the foundation for and foretells the Messiah’s life and ministry, Jesus perspective of and interaction with the Torah must be consistent with the Torah’s claims about the Messiah.

b. If Jesus’ perspective and interaction with the Torah is inconsistent with or undermining to it, the Jews had a legitimate right to reject Him as the Messiah (Deuteronomy 13:1-5; 18:15-22).

c. Since the Torah provides the foundation for and foretells the Messiah’s life and ministry, Jesus perspective of and interaction with the Torah must be consistent with the Torah’s morality and ethics.

d. If Jesus’ perspective and interaction with the Torah is inconsistent with or undermining to it, then the Pharisees would have had authoritative grounds to discredit His ministry by finding Him guilty of breaking God’s commands (Matthew 12:1-8, 9-14; Luke 6:6-11; John 8:1-11).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:17-7:29, specifically Matthew 5:17-20)
1. Background Information

a. Jesus contextualizes His teaching as proper interpretation of the Torah. 

1. It seems He anticipated the resistance He would have to His life and ministry as Messiah, and therefore, His teaching and interpretation of the Word.
b. There is important biblical and cultural background on the text.

1. Destroy meant one would wrongly interpret scripture and by doing so, “destroy” the whole Torah. 
2. Fulfill meant to rightly interpret scripture, and by doing so, bring the intended meaning and application to fullness. 

3. The phrase the Law and the Prophets is a first-century Jewish reference to the Tanakh (the Old Testament) (see also Luke 24:44).
c. Therefore, we can conclude these words do not mean to “bring to an end”.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. His Teaching About the Torah
a. Jesus said the Torah would endure beyond heaven and earth (Matthew 5:18). 

1. Jot and Tittle reference the smallest part of a letter in the Hebrew language. 
2. Using hyperbole, Jesus says the Torah continues as long as heaven and earth. 

b. Jesus rebuked those who did not live and did not teach the Torah and commended those who lived and taught it (Matthew 5:19). 
1. Jesus promises “least” and “greatest” to these two categories of people.
c. Jesus’ call to obey was based on New Covenant righteousness (Matthew 5:20). 
1. The righteousness He described could not be attained through human effort. 
2. It could only be achieved by the transformation of their lives through faith.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. His Application of Torah
a. Jesus applies the Torah assuming the New Covenant is necessary.

1. Murder (Matthew 5:21,22): Jesus is not giving us a new law in distinction to the law written in Exodus but rather is teaching the true intention of the law, which is a transformed heart.

2. Adultery (Matthew 5:27-28): Jesus challenges the attitude that adultery is only an external act. He reveals God’s intention in the command “You shall not commit adultery.” And, God’s true intention is that His people not only avoid the act of adultery but forsake the heart of adultery.
b. Jesus’ application assumes the ongoing authority and applicability of Torah.
1. Jesus standards of holiness are derived from the Torah and God’s nature.
2. His standard of holiness assumes the operating reality of the New Covenant.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. His Authority to Teach the Torah
a. Jesus contrasts a common interpretation of the Torah with His own interpretation and does so with the authority of authorship. 
b. This was an uncommon and “presumptuous” way to teach as a Jewish rabbi.
c. This is why the people were “astonished” at His teaching (Matthew 7:28,29).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. The Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20)
1. Jesus’ Instruction to His Disciples: Go to the Nations and Make Disciples
a. They were to tell the nations of the Messiah and His offer of life.

b. They were to make disciples who would live in obedience to His Word.
c. They were to teach those who exercised faith in Him to obey God’s Word, specifically the Torah, as He both lived and taught. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Jesus’ Use of the Torah
A. The Woman Caught in Adultery (John 8:1-11)
1. The Conflict
a. Did the woman deserve to be executed for her adultery in obedience to commands in the Books of Moses (Deuteronomy 22:22)?

b. The Pharisees were trying to trap Jesus into saying the Torah did not need to be obeyed, then they would have grounds to discredit His ministry.
c. The Question: Did Jesus created a new and greater law that was exalted above and in contrast to the Books of Moses or affirm the Torah?

2. Background Information

a. The death penalty could only be invoked if there were at least two witnesses to the crime; and those witnesses are willing to be the first to execute the sentence (Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 17:7). 

b. In Jesus’ day, it was near impossible to secure a death sentence because it required such a strenuous level of first-hand, eyewitness evidence. 

3. Jesus’ Affirmation of the Torah
a. Jesus affirmed the authority of the Torah.

1. He called for witnesses to come forward, accuse her, and then be willing to cast the stones, all in obedience to the Torah.

2. He allowed for the death penalty to be administered: “…he who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.”

b. Jesus used the Torah to secure mercy for the woman. 

c. Jesus used the Torah to confront the hard-heartedness of His accusers.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Ritual Cleanness and Uncleanness (Mark 7:1-19)

1. The Conflict
a. The Pharisees were confronting Jesus on His view and commitment to the tradition of the elders/rabbis.

b. The Pharisees said it was wrong (morally impure) to eat food without washing hands—the food became “unclean” because of unwashed hands. 

c. The issue was not about the authority or continuity of Torah but the authority of man-made traditions as the source of righteousness.

d. The Question: Does this passage abrogate the dietary commands in Leviticus 11?

2. Background Information
a. It was taught by the Pharisees that Jews needed to wash their hands before eating or they would defile their food and it would become ritually unclean. 

b. When Jesus and His disciples did not follow this practice, it was viewed as violation of ethics and law, specifically, the Oral Law, in spite of the fact that God did not consider it a violation of His nature or Word (Mark 7:1-5).

3. Jesus’ Affirmation of the Torah
a. Jesus describes true purity—purity of heart.

b. Jesus pronounces all foods clean, meaning no foods are ritually defiled by eating them with unwashed hands. 

c. Jesus calls them to repent of their attempts to establish man-made righteousness while ignoring God’s commands (Mark 7:6-13).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. The Sabbath (Matthew 12:1-13)

1. The Conflict
a. Jesus plucked grain on the Sabbath, violating the Oral Law of the elders. And, Jesus healed on the Sabbath, violating the Oral Law of the elders. In both cases, the Pharisees accused Him of working on the Sabbath but the basis of their view of work was not God’s Word but man-made definitions.
b. Jesus’ intention is to illuminate the reality and beauty of God’s ways by teaching the proper interpretation and application of the Sabbath.

c. The Question: When Jesus claimed to be Lord of the Sabbath, did He do away with the Sabbath command by thereby, the entire Torah?

2. Background Information
a. Jesus’ argument is from lesser to greater (a common rabbinic teaching mechanism): from violating rabbinic tradition to observing God’s instruction rightly and comparing David’s actions to His own. 

b. Jesus does not defend His actions by saying He trumps the Torah so He can violate it. Rather, He uses the common Rabbinic understanding that certain laws were more important than others, and that Yahweh’s law was certain more important than theirs, i.e., if David can violate God’s law and be innocent, I can violate your ordinances and be innocent.
3. Jesus’ Affirmation of the Books of Moses

a. Jesus rightly interprets the meaning of the Sabbath: healing and health.

b. Jesus proclaims His authority to properly interpret the commands of God and by doing so, calls the Pharisees to repent of their attempts to establish righteousness through works (Matthew 12:8).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Torah, Grace, and Legalism

Where Are We?


The Torah: Historic Perspectives & Definitions

A. The Torah and the Mosaic Covenant

1. Our Task

a. What does God’s Word say about the Torah, as a document, and more specifically, about the authority and applicability of Covenant of Moses in the life of believers?

2. Foundation Concepts About The Torah and the Mosaic Covenant

a. The Mosaic Covenant is an agreement God made with Israel at Mount Sinai, recorded initially in Exodus 19-24, and then unfolded over the next forty years. 

b. Technically speaking, the Torah contains the Mosaic Covenant, which means the Torah is much more than the Mosaic Covenant.

c. The Mosaic Covenant and Torah can be used interchangeably.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Definition & Usage of “Torah”

1. What Does the Word Torah Mean in Hebrew?

a. Question: Is the Torah “law” in the Western, Greek sense of the word?

b. Torah in Hebrew carries the foundational concept of instruction, and comes from the word Hebrew word yarah, which means instruction (Psalm 27:11; 86:11).
c. The concept in the word torah is to throw or cast, like an arrow hits the target. 

d. The root idea of sin, then, is the arrow missing the target.

2. From Torah to Nomos
a. When the word Torah is translated into Greek, it is nomos, which means law.

b. It is a generally adequate but incomplete choice for translation, as nomos in Greek tended toward the concepts of prescription, regulation, or principle.

c. Nomos has strongly influenced the understanding and usage of torah.

3. The Concept of Torah as Used and/or Understood in God’s Word

a. Instruction: Any teaching and application of God’s Word or the concept of teaching and instruction, and as a general summary of the entirety of God’s Word (Psalm 19:7-11; Psalm 119; Romans 7:1-6).

b. The Ten Commandments: As used by the Apostolic authors, the Ten Commandments, specifically, or as the summary of God’s instruction in the Torah (Romans 13:8-10; see also Deuteronomy 4:13; 10:4).
c. The Books of Moses: Either part or all of the first five books of the Bible (Matthew 5:17; Luke 22:44).
4. The Torah and Covenant of Moses in Context

a. When examining passages referring to or associated with the Torah, the Covenant of Moses, or Law, we must be careful to make sure we use the proper definition and identify how the author relates these concepts to one another.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. The Testimony in God’s Word About the Torah
1. The Testimony Found in the Torah

a. A gateway to blessing (Deuteronomy 28; 30:1-10).

b. Accessible to God’s people in such a way that they were able to walk in God’s heart if they did so according to faith (Deuteronomy 30:11-20). 

c. A description of the lifestyle God desired for His people for the sake of calling the nations into relationship with Him (Deuteronomy 4:6-8). 

2. The Testimony Found in The Writings

a. David loved God’s ways as they were revealed in the Books of Moses and Mosaic Covenant (Psalm 1:1-3; 19:7-11; 119:18, 34).

b. The Proverbs reveal the beauty of walk in God’s instruction (Proverbs 29:18).

3. The Testimony Found in The Prophets

a. Israel was called to return to faithfulness to Him by embracing the Mosaic Covenant as their lifestyle, personally and corporately (II Chronicles 30:6-9; Jeremiah 6:19; 16:11).

b. The Prophets looked ahead to the time when God would put His Torah on our hearts and minds (Jeremiah 31:31-34).

c. The Prophets looked ahead to the reign of the Messiah and the promise that His Torah would go to the nations from Jerusalem (Isaiah 2:1-4).

4. The Testimony Found in The Apostolic Scriptures

a. The law (Torah) is holy, just, good, spiritual, and defines sin for us (Romans 7:7-9,12,14).

b. The law (Torah) expresses how love is to be demonstrated to others (Romans 13:8-10; James 2:8-11).

c. The law (Torah) is considered the law of liberty (James 2:12).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Torah, Instruction, and Grace

A. The Relationship Between the Torah and Grace

1. The Historic Controversy

a. There has been much controversy over the issue of the Torah and grace beginning in the days of Jesus, continuing until today.

b. The major positions are outlined at the beginning of this lesson.

2. The Importance of the Question

a. If we reject the Torah when it is authoritative and applicable, this will lead to a misunderstanding of Yahweh, His nature, His purposes, and our call before Him.

b. If we accept the Torah when it is not authoritative or applicable, this will lead to legalism and bondage that undermines God’s grace and Jesus’ sacrifice.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Assumptions About the Mosaic Covenant from Christian History

1. Assumption: The Mosaic Covenant was a Curse; the New Covenant is Blessing

a. Based on texts like Galatians 3:13, it has been concluded that the Covenant of Moses was a curse on Israel for her disobedience and rebellion toward God, and Christians (the Church) have been rescued from it by Jesus’ death.

b. Usually, but not always, the “New Covenant” is a reference to the books commonly called the New Testament.

2. Assumption: The Mosaic Covenant was a Taskmaster; the New Covenant is Freedom

a. Based on texts like Jeremiah 7:22-24 and Galatians 3:23, it has been concluded that the Mosaic Covenant was a temporary mechanism intended to keep natural Israel harnessed until the Messiah came, , at which point God began working through Christians, who have the privilege of walking in grace instead of law.

3. Assumption: The Mosaic Covenant Was Good But Temporary And Only the Moral and Civil Aspects Remain

a. Based on texts like Colossians 2:11-17, it has been concluded that the Mosaic Covenant was good but the ritual elements (often referred to as “Jewish”) have been abrogated and are no longer binding or applicable.

4. Assumption: The Mosaic Covenant was Abolished Except The Ten Commandments 

a. Based on texts like Romans 13:8-10 and Galatians 3 & 4, it has been concluded that the Mosaic Covenant and the Ten Commandments are distinctly different and that only the Ten Commandments are authoritative and applicable.

5. Assumption: There are Two Laws: One for Jews and One for Gentiles

a. Based on texts like Acts 15:1-21, it has been concluded that the Mosaic Covenant is God’s standard of life and holiness for Israel and that the instruction and principles in the New Testament are for Christians and the Church.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. Salvation by Grace through Faith Apart from the Works of Law

1. Definition of Salvation & Justification
a. Salvation is restoration to our original image and dominion through reconciliation to a life-giving relationship Yahweh, who provides His abundant, eternal life through the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus the Messiah.

b. Justification is the supernatural process by which God forgives our sin, reconciles us to Himself, and transforms us into His image through our faith in the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus.

c. The result of justification is that we gain a right standing before God because our image (nature/identity) has been supernaturally transformed and we become the type of people who can remain in His presence.

2. Definition of Grace
a. Grace is God’s unmerited favor toward us manifested as the free gift of salvation, forgiveness, reconciliation, and the blessing of abundant and eternal life (Ephesians 2:8,9; II Corinthians 5:19-21).

3. Definition of Faith
a. Faith is the grace-empowered response we make toward God as He displays the grace and love of His salvation in His Son, Jesus the Messiah. 

b. Our faith declares we trust God is the source of abundant, eternal life, and is proved authentic by ordering our inward and outward lifestyle around the promise He will reward us for seeking Him (Hebrews 11:6).

4. Salvation is By Grace through Faith Apart from the Works of Law
a. We are saved by grace through faith apart from the works of the law, meaning the abundant, eternal life promised in Jesus cannot be secured by human merit or effort (Romans 3:28; 4:4-13, especially 4-6, 13).

b. Those who believe obedience to law—God’s or man’s—can earn God’s grace are deceived because works make the promise of faith void (Romans 4:14).

5. Our Dilemma

a. How do we resolve the fact that, on the one hand, we are saved by grace through faith apart from the works and, on the other, God’s instruction in His Word, including the Torah and Mosaic Covenant—remains authoritative and applicable?
D. The Interdependence of Law and Grace

1. God’s Grace and Obedience

a. Grace is God’s empowerment to obey His Word.

b. Grace is God’s favor empowering us to walk in the life of Jesus, expressed as obedience to His Word (Ephesians 2:10; James 2:8-26; I Peter 5:10). 

c. God’s instruction is incapable of empowering us to obey, so He sent His Son to destroy the power of sin and death and, through Him, give us power to obey His instruction (Romans 8:1-4).

d. His grace circumcises our heart so the power of sin is severed and we can walk in newness of life (Romans 6:14-23; Colossians 2:11,12). 

e. His grace fills us with His Spirit to empower us to obey the Word He has placed on our hearts and minds (Ezekiel 36:26,27). 

f. Grace transforms us into Jesus’ image and then empowers us to become the type of people from whom the righteousness of His Word is natural and automatic (Romans 6:1-23; II Peter 1:3-10). 

2. God’s Law and Obedience

a. Where God’s grace empowers us to obey, God’s instruction (Word, Torah, Law) reveals what His nature looks likes in every aspect of human life.

b. Since we are to be conformed to His image, we need to know what His character is and we need His power to do it. Yahweh’s Word, built on the foundation of the Torah, and the Covenant of Moses, reveals His character and defines the lifestyle in which we are to walk. Then, His Spirit gives us power to obey His Word.

c. God’s law (Torah) is inherently weak because our sinful nature and was never intended to empower us for justification or obedience (Romans 8:2,3). 

d. God’s law (Torah) reveals and defines sin (Romans 3:20; 5:13; 7:7-9). 

e. God’s law (Torah) condemns all people as sinners and finds them incapable righteousness (Romans 3:19,23). 

3. Law and Grace Compliment One Another

a. God’s Word—His instruction to us, built on the foundation of the Torah—is interdependent with grace (Romans 3:31). 
b. The Torah depends on grace because grace provides escape from the law’s condemnation and empowerment to fulfill its requirements.

1. If there is no law, there is no sin; therefore no need for grace (Romans 5:13). 

2. Grace provides the means by which we escape condemnation and secure God’s blessing of life (Romans 3:24-28). 

c. Grace depends on the Torah because grace does not define sin or righteousness (Romans 3:20; 7:7-9).

4. Examples

a. The Sabbath: The Sabbath calls us to rest so we can remember we are saved by grace, and that our works cannot earn God’s blessing of freedom and life. When we rest each Sabbath, we are reminded of the eternal rest we have secured for us through Christ’s death and resurrection. Our weekly obedience to this commandment was designed to remind and secure the amazing truth that God has done all we need in order for us to be rescued from sin and death, and He calls us to “rest” in His salvation by exercising faith in Christ as the Messiah (Hebrews 3:12-4:12).

b. The Holy Days/Appointed Times: In the stories and instructions surrounding the Biblical Holidays, God’s grace illuminates the ministry of His salvation in and through Christ. Christ is our Passover Lamb, our Redemption from the bondage of sin and death; He is our resurrection and life, pictured in the Feast of First Fruits; His Word and Spirit is His provision for righteousness and power, pictured in Pentecost; He is our soon coming King, pictured in Trumpets; He is our Righteous Judge, pictured in the Day of Atonement; and He is our eternal rest, pictured in Tabernacles. God’s grace of salvation is revealed in these days, so much so that we were instructed to use these celebrations to teach our children of His grace (Deuteronomy 6:20-23; Psalm 78:1-8).

Grace, The Torah, and Legalism

A. Understanding Legalism

1. The Importance of Defining Legalism

a. If we reject the Torah when it is authoritative and applicable, this will lead to a misunderstanding of Yahweh, His nature, His purposes, and our call before Him.
b. If we accept the Torah when it is not authoritative or applicable, this will lead to legalism and bondage that undermines God’s grace and Jesus’ sacrifice.

c. We arrive at these imbalances through an improper understanding of legalism.

d. If we do not have a right definition of legalism, we will misplace the function and misunderstanding the intention of both the Torah and grace.

2. Definition of Legalism
a. Legalism is attempting to secure by works of law—God’s or man’s—what only comes by grace, whether it is justification, sanctification, or glorification.

b. Legalism is a belief system, heart attitude, or lifestyle in which a person attempts to earn or keep his justification, sanctification, or promise of resurrection through obedience to God’s Word or a man-made standard of righteousness. 

c. If a person’s belief system or lifestyle indicates their hope for justification, sanctification, or resurrection depends on their works, he is a legalist. 

d. It does not matter if the issue from which a person’s legalism flows is from the Bible, Jewish/Christian religious tradition, personal tradition, or any other thing.

3. Legalism and the Torah

a. God never gave a law that, by our obedience, would result in our justification—not the Mosaic Covenant or any law (Galatians 3:18,21). Therefore, those who attempt to incorporate the Torah into their lifestyle or believe they are authoritative are not necessarily guilty of legalism.

b. The Apostles only had the Tanakh for discipleship, which means they did not see training disciples to walk in the Torah as legalism (Acts 15:21).

c. The Apostles did not define the community of believers outside God’s covenants. They were all authoritative and applicable (II Timothy 3:16,17). 

d. The Apostles’ writings were the means by which God’s purposes and instruction in the Tanakh were expanded and clarified. 

e. A new religion was not introduced; true religion was revealed and restored based on the death and resurrection of the Messiah

4. Misnomers and Inconsistencies About Legalism

a. Misnomer: Believers who embrace the Mosaic Covenant as a normative expression of discipleship and righteousness—whether Jewish or Christian—walk in a curse and bondage 

b. Misnomer: Believers who embrace the Mosaic Covenant as a normative expression of discipleship and righteousness—whether Jewish or Christian—are attempting to be justified by works rather than grace. 

c. Misnomer: Believers who are more strict than we are, we consider “legalistic”.

d. Inconsistency: With most believers, the question is not whether God’s law is authoritative. The question is this: which portions or aspects of God’s law are authoritative and applicable?

Paul & His Letters

Paul: His Role & Writings

A. Paul’s Role in the Development of the Body of Messiah

1. Paul: The Pharisee
a. Paul was steeped in the life, thinking, teaching, and experience of Judaism, in general, and in the movement of the Pharisees, specifically (Philippians 3:1-7).

2. Paul: The Author

a. Paul wrote thirteen books in the Apostolic Scriptures.

b. Paul was given special revelation (II Corinthians 12:1-10; Galatians 1:11-17).

c. Paul’s writings are difficult to understand in many places (II Peter 3:14-16).

3. Paul: The Apostle to the Nations

a. Paul was given a unique call to bring the Gospel to the nations (Ephesians 3:1-13). Therefore, his perspectives of the nations’ incorporation into Israel and their relationship to God’s Word and covenants, is singular.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Our Task with Paul
1. Historic Use of Paul’s Writings

a. The Torah is no not authoritative or applicable.

b. There are two plans of God: one for Jews and one for non-Jews.

c. God has cast off Israel for her sins and created a new bride: the church.

d. The New Covenant either diminishes or annuls God’s previous covenants.

e. Paul ushered in a new religion, built on the message of the Messiah’s death and resurrection but in contradiction to Judaism and the Torah.
2. Our Task

a. To examine Paul’s writings in context to discover what he says about Israel and the church, the Torah, and God’s covenants with Israel.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. Paul’s Basic View of the Torah
1. General Statements About the Torah

a. Paul said the Torah was holy, just, and good (Romans 7:12).
b. Paul’s writings assume the continuation, authority, and applicability of the Torah (Romans 13:9,10).

1. When a Jewish Rabbi and/or Pharisees quoted a text, the assumption was that the entire context of the reference was to be kept in mind. Knowing the Jews believed the Ten Commandments were a summary of the entire Torah, Paul’s point is that love is alignment with the instruction found in the Torah.

2. The Torah & Repentance

a. Paul taught the Torah alone revealed the depth and breadth of sin in our inward man, a necessary prerequisite to salvation (Romans 7:7-12).

3. The Torah & Justification

a. Paul taught righteousness was by faith through grace and he used the Torah as the foundation of his apologetic.
b. Paul uses Abraham as the foundation of justification by faith (Romans 4:1-25).

c. Paul taught salvation was by grace through faith (Romans 10:1-13). 
1. If we try to establish our own righteousness, we do not submit to God’s  righteousness through faith in Jesus because the Messiah puts an end to the lie that obedience independent of faith merits God’s grace (Romans 10:4).

4. The Torah and Discipleship

a. Paul taught the Torah revealed God’s standard of discipleship for those who follow the Messiah (II Timothy 3:15-17).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D. The Crisis Facing the First Century Church: Legalism

1. Jewish Misunderstandings of Justification

a. In Judaism, there was misunderstanding about salvation by grace through faith.

b. Judaism believed a person’s place in the life to come was secured by their ethnic, spiritual, and legal participation in Israel, i.e., they had to be Jews to be saved. As a result, non-Jews had to submit to the rabbinic rites of conversion, which was summarized as “circumcision” (Acts 15:1-5). 
c. This form of legalism would be rightly termed as salvation by merit.
2. Non-Jewish Attempts to Undermine Grace 

a. Outside Judaism, there were many non-Jews attempting to undermine God’s grace through pagan and humanistic religious views and practices, often intermingled with Jewish practices (Colossians 2).

b. Many Jewish and non-Jewish religious leaders taught some form of salvation through works, i.e., their justification and sanctification depended on engaging in certain practices by which they would gain a right standing before God (Romans 9:30-10:4; Colossians 2:18-23).

c. This form of legalism would be rightly termed as salvation by works.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
From Jews and Non-Jews, believers in the first-century were bombarded with various forms of legalism
E. Paul’s Letters & The Torah: A Two Sided Purpose

1. One Purpose: Instruction

a. Paul accurately defined the role of the Torah in the believer’s life as the foundational description of God’s eternal purposes, His promises, His redemption, and His instruction to His people.

2. One Purpose: To Combat Legalism
a. Paul confronted the problem of legalism creeping into the church.
b. The word legalism, as the definition of spiritual phenomena that undermined God’s grace, was not known or used in the first century.

c. When Paul confronted the issue of legalism, he used phrases and ideas to define it and explain its consequences. Some of these phrases included: 

1. “…not under law but under grace…” (Romans 6:15).

2. “…died to the law…” (Romans 7:4).

3. “…released from the law…”(Romans 7:6).

4. “…old way of the written code…” (Romans 7:6).

5. “…Christ is the end of the law…” (Romans 10:4).

6. “…held captive under the law…” (Galatians 3:23).

d. In virtually every text related to the Torah and legalism, Paul defines the basis of justification and sanctification: grace. 
e. In doing so, He sets grace and justification against “law” not to do away with the Torah or Mosaic Covenant but to clearly communicate that obedience to law and/or Torah cannot secure grace (justification, sanctification, or glorification).  
f. Paul put the Torah in the proper place in the believer’s thinking and life. 
g. His point is that the Torah describes the lifestyle of those who have already experienced grace, not the means by which it is earned. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Reminder of This Lesson: Worksheets

Acts 15: The Council of Jerusalem

Historic/Common Interpretation

1. The common assumption behind this text is that the Apostles were debating the question: must believing Gentiles keep the Torah? However, we see in Acts 15:1 this was NOT the question!
Key Issue/Question

2. What is the basis of justification? More specifically, must a non-Jew submit to the rite of rabbinic circumcision to be justified (Acts 15:1)?

3. Peter’s words address the issue at hand: But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will (Acts 15:11).

Context, Cultural, and Interpretive Data

4. Jews believed salvation was by God’s mercy but only Jews had part in the life to come. Therefore, non-Jews had to become Jews to be saved.

5. “Circumcision” was the word used to describe the first-century rabbinic rite by which a non-Jew would become a Jew, and therefore, in inheritor of eternal life.

6. First-century Jews would not eat with non-Jews (the dilemma of Galatians 2 and the reason Paul rebuked Peter and probably Barnabas).

7. The four practices found in Acts 15:20 were associated with first-century idolatry and the worship ceremonies of pagan temples.

8. The four practices found in Acts 15:20 had direct implications on table fellowship.

The Conclusion

9. Believers are justified by grace through faith. They do not need to become Jews in order to be justified.

10. Peter declared even the Jews could not live under the law apart from faith in God’s grace, recalling non-Jews received the Spirit, spoke in tongues, and were saved apart from becoming Jews (Acts 15:6-11).

11. Paul shared his experiences of preaching the Gospel to the nations and the salvation they received apart from becoming Jews (Acts 15:12).

12. James affirmed Peter and Paul’s conclusion by quoting the prophet Amos and then suggests a way to bring believing Jew and Gentile together in relationship (Acts 5:19,20) and discipleship (Acts 15:21).
What We Discover About the Torah

13. The Apostle James gave strong affirmation of the Torah’s role in the non-Jewish believer’s life in Acts 15:21. The assumption was that non-Jewish believers would be assimilated in the life and obedience of Torah as they progressed in faith and maturity through the synagogue system.

Romans 6:14 and Romans 7:1-6: Freedom from the Torah
Historic/Common Interpretation
1. Being “under grace” and not “under law” means we are not obligated to keep God’s law and/or God’s law has been abrogated.

Key Issue/Question 
2. We have been released from the authority and power of sin by our identification with Jesus’ death and resurrection.
3. Paul’s purpose is to help believer’s understand they can overcome sin and no longer have to be enslaved to sin.
Context, Cultural, and Interpretative Data
4. The Context: Our identification with Jesus’ death and resurrection breaks the power of sin’s authority in the believer’s life. 

5. When Paul gets to 6:14, he makes the obvious conclusion: when we were still dead in sin, the law continued to prove we were unable to meet God’s standard of righteousness and had the authority condemn us to death. When we entered into the realm of Gods’ grace by faith in Jesus, the law no longer had power to condemn us and sin no longer had the authority to keep us in disobedience and bondage. 

6. When Paul gets to 7:4, he says we have died to the law, meaning, we are no longer bound to its authority to condemn us and keep us enslaved to sin. 
7. Romans 7:5 says, “For while we were living in the flesh…” which is a reference to our life before we trusted in His grace. Sin derives its authority and power from God’s law. Sin can condemn us precisely because God’s law says sinners must die; and sin enslaves us precisely because God’s law is impossible to keep apart from grace. 

8. Without the forgiveness and reconciliation of the Cross, we have no way to escape sin’s power at work in us to make us its slaves, and we have no way to escape the authority of sin’s condemnation.

9. Paul helps us understand sin’s dominion has been broken because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, which means we are no longer condemned by the law and bound to attempt to earn a right standing before God through works—to strive to keep the letter of the law, attempting to obey the written standard of the Word in the power of the flesh.
The Conclusion

10. Paul concludes we are not to sin—to be violators of God’s law—precisely because grace has released us from the powerlessness of our humanity and the condemnation of death (Romans 6:15-23).
What We Discover About the Torah

11. Paul does not do away with the Torah but rather affirms its role in the life of the believer as the definition of righteousness and unrighteousness, the standard to which we are to aspire by the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:1-4).

Romans 10:4: The End of the Law?
Historic/Common Interpretation
1. When Jesus died, He abrogated the Torah.
Key Issue/Question

2. What is the basis of justification: obedience to the Torah or faith? 

Context, Cultural, and Interpretative Data
3. Paul is helping believers understand that salvation is by grace through faith, the point of the entire book of Romans. 

4. Gentiles become righteous by faith (9:30); Jews were not righteous because they tried to keep the law apart from faith in God (9:31-33).

5. Many in first century Judaism attempted to gain a right standing before God by establishing their own righteousness based on works (10:1-3).

6. The word “end” in the Greek simply means “goal”. 

The Conclusion

7. In Jesus’ death and resurrection, we see the Torah was pointing to Jesus as the only means of justification. The Torah’s ultimate expression of righteousness is found by trusting in God’s provision in the Messiah, by “confessing” and “believing” in the Messiah (Romans 10:5-10).

What We Discover About the Torah

8. The Torah reveals righteousness is by faith through grace and no one can attain God’s righteousness by attempting to obey the Torah. Therefore, Paul establishes the validity of the Torah. 
9. If we believe the Torah has been done away with, then we destroy the foundation of salvation by grace through faith Yahweh gave to us in the Torah.

II Corinthians 3: Is The Torah the Ministry of Death?

Historic/Common Interpretation
1. The Torah is the ministry of death and it faded away when Jesus came.

The Key Issue/Question 

2. What is the basis of an Apostle’s authority: the power of the Spirit or man’s approval?
Context, Cultural, and Interpretative Data
3. The Corinthians did not think Paul was authorized to minister because he did not have letters of commendation—degrees and certificates (II Corinthians 3:1-3). 
4. Paul attempted to help the Corinthians see a person was authorized for ministry based on God’s Spirit writing His Word on others’ hearts (II Corinthians 3:3-6). 

5. The terms “ministry of death” and “ministry of condemnation” have to do with the revelation and administration of the Torah apart from the power of the Spirit (3:7-9). 

6. “Glory” in 3:7-11 is a contrast between the glory of Torah apart from the Spirit and the administration of the Torah by the power of the Spirit.

7. The phrase “…if what was being brought to an end…” does not mean God abolished the Torah; it means the glory of the Torah apart from God’s Spirit was outshined by the glory of the Holy Spirit writing the Torah on the heart of those who trust in the Messiah.

8. Paul’s words in 3:12 are pivotal. What is his hope? That the Spirit has been poured out and the Torah is now administered by the Spirit’s power, rather than remaining external to God’s people on stone.

9. Paul’s words in 3:13 confirm this position: Moses put a veil over his face so it was hidden as the glory faded, which kept Israel from seeing what the Torah pointed to—the Messiah. Unlike Moses, Paul is not hiding the glory of God’s Spirit illuminating that to which the Torah pointed—a transformed life through God’s presence in the person and work of the Messiah (3:13).

10. The veil remained on Israel’s hearts even in Paul’s day because the veil of unbelief is only removed when one comes to the Messiah, as Moses did on the mountain. Israel could not see the reality of the New Covenant in the Messiah because they were blinded by unbelief. They had a spiritual veil over their eyes and could not see the intention of the Mosaic Covenant, which was to reveal the Messiah. Instead, they continued on the basis of works written on stone (3:15,16).

11. Where God’s Spirit is poured out on those of faith, it transforms them into God’s image, which is described in His covenants with Israel and in particular, the Mosaic Covenant.

The Conclusion

12. The authority to minister to others flows from a person’s willingness to receive and offer God’s Spirit to transform people into God’s image as defined in His Torah. 

What We Discover About the Torah

13. God’s intention was that the Torah would be administered to His people by the power of the Spirit. The Torah was never intended to fade away but rather to find its intended place in our hearts through the Holy Spirit writing it in us supernaturally. 
Galatians 3: The Law is a Curse?

Historic/Common Interpretation
1. The Torah was a temporary dispensation and/or taskmaster under which Israel had to walk until the Messiah brought freedom to us through His death and resurrection.

The Key Issue/Question 

2. Is the basis of our salvation and the Spirit’s work in our life (sanctification) works of law or faith?

3. Paul uses the contrasting concepts of “works of the law” or “the hearing of faith” (Galatians 3:2, 3, 5).

Context, Cultural, and Interpretative Data
4. Chapter Two: Paul speaks of his commitment to resist those who believed justification came from being Jewish (2:1-10) and then recalls the incident in which Peter, Barnabas, and many other Jews would no longer eat with Gentiles, a sign he did not think they were accepted by God by faith (2:11-14). 
5. Then, he declares a person is not justified by works of law but rather by faith (2:16) and the Torah was God’s way of revealing sin and the solution to it—the Messiah (2:17-21).

6. Abraham’s blessing—abundant, eternal life—comes by faith (3:1-9).

7. Those who trust in the Torah for justification come under the curse of the law, which says: if we sin, we will die (3:10-14). In Jesus, we have been rescued from the curse of the Torah in the Messiah so we can receive life (3:13,14). 
8. This text does not say we have been rescued from the or that the Torah is a curse.
9. The promise of faith to Abraham cannot be altered by the expansion of God’s will through the giving of the Torah—faith will always be the foundation upon which we receive God’s promises (3:15-18).

10. One purpose of the Torah was to reveal humanity’s sin, placing everyone under the condemnation of sin (3:19,22). God did this so that His people would realize that the Torah cannot save but the Coming One revealed in the Torah can save (3:19-22).

11. The Torah kept alive the constant awareness that righteousness could not come by our works. Now that the Messiah has come, we are no longer in need of the Torah’s message that coming Messiah saves from sin. Since we have Him by faith, the Torah no longer needs to show us we need Him (Galatians 3:23-27).

12. God makes no distinction between people—any who come by faith are inheritors of Abraham’s promises (Galatians 3:28,29).

The Conclusion

13. No one—Jew or Gentile—can access God’s promise of life through works. We come alone by faith.

What We Discover About the Torah

14. The Torah is how God reveals our need for the Messiah by exposing our sin and pointing to the Messiah’s salvation. This text strongly affirms that salvation cannot come through the Torah, for the Torah was never intended to offer salvation. 
Ephesians 2:14-16: Our Place in God’s Covenants
Common Perspective

1. The dividing wall of hostility was the Torah (the law of commandments expressed in ordinances). When Jesus died, He destroyed the Torah so everyone could be one in Him.
The Key Issue/Question 

2. God has destroyed the wall of separation between Jews and Gentiles through the death and resurrection of Jesus and made them one, new body.
Context, Cultural, and Interpretative Data
3. The Jews built a wall in the Temple to ensure Gentiles—even converts—could not gain access to certain areas within the Temple structure.

4. Jewish pride and tradition erected racial, ethnic, and religious “walls” to separate Jews and Gentiles.

5. The phrase “…the law of commandments expressed in ordinances…” refers not to the Books of Moses or the Torah—this language in unique to this passage and is never used anywhere else—but to man-made Jewish traditions. They were created in the centuries leading up to Paul’s day to define what obedience to the Torah looked like and to keep the Jews distinct from Gentiles. For a Gentile to be an inheritor of God’s life, they had to become Jews. Until then, it was thought they were unable to receive life.

6. Paul’s boldly declares we are saved by grace through faith apart from the works of the law and that all have access to the Father through faith in the Son (Ephesians 2:8,9). Therefore, Jews are not to think Gentiles must submit to Jewish tradition and conversion in order to be saved.

The Conclusion

7. In Messiah, all have access to the Father through the Spirit, and Jew and Gentile are one in Him. Non-Jewish believers have full access to God’s promises, and Jewish believers are called to invite them in, not attempt to keep them out.
What We Discover About the Torah

8. This passage again confirms that salvation is by grace through faith, as revealed in the Torah (Ephesians 2:8,9). The Torah did not keep Jew and Gentile apart. It invited both into a saving relationship with the Father through the Messiah.

Colossians 2:11-23: Combating Gnostic Influence

Historic/Common Interpretation
1. Jesus’ death and resurrection destroyed the Torah, which was “…against us…” and required “…legal demands…” in order to be right with God.
The Key Issue/Question 

2. We have received the fullness of Jesus through our identification by faith in His death and resurrection. We do not need to perform various religious works in order to receive the fullness of God’s promise of resurrection life.
Context, Cultural, and Interpretative Data
3. The phrase “…record of debt…” is a first-century reference to a common document used when a creditor gave a loan. The debts were detailed and under the demands of law. When debt was paid in full, the appropriate official placed an “X” across the document. 

4. The record of debt with its legal demands was the sin of humanity, which was paid in full when the Messiah was nailed to the Cross (2:11-14).

5. The Colossian believers were infiltrated by pseudo Jewish/Christian mystics. They were saying Christians needed more than Jesus’ death and resurrection to experience the fullness of life and power over sin. This is why Paul directly addresses rulers and authorities (2:15). These infiltrators were bringing them into condemnation and bondage by judging them and attempting them to believe life could only be acquired outside of Jesus (2:18-23).

6. Rather than submit to the judgment of those outside the body of Messiah who did not trust in His death and resurrection, Paul counsels them to listen to the truthful, merciful judgment of believers who can accurately help them discern what practices are appropriate for believers and what are not (2:16-23, especially 2:16,17).

7. Notice Paul’s verb tense: “…a shadow of the things to come…” 

8. The word “substance” means “body”, not essence. The point is this: only the body of Messiah, believers, those who trust in Jesus, have the Spirit and authority to discern what are biblical expressions of worship.

The Conclusion

9. All our sin and its legal demands were destroyed at the Cross. We are do not need to pursue obedience to any law—God’s or man’s—in order to receive the fullness of His life and authority over sin. Since this is true, in our quest to walk in faithfulness to Jesus, we are not to trust the voices of those who reject the Messiah but rather to listen to those in His believing community.

What We Discover About the Torah

10. We discover it was not nailed to the Cross and that the symbolism in the Torah looks ahead to what Jesus has still yet to accomplish. 

The Grid—Applying God’s Word

Group Discussion

In small groups, properly interpret and apply the following passages: I Corinthians 11:2-16, I Corinthians 5:1-10, and I Timothy 2:8-15.

Some Questions

· Are these texts God’s instruction to us because they are in Paul’s epistles?

· Since they are in Paul’s epistles, are you willing to obey them?

· Do you conclude they are out-of-date, irrelevant, or abrogated?

Developing An Application Grid

A. What Do We Mean by Grid?

1. Definition: Application Grid
a. By Application Grid, we mean an intentionally developed set of assumptions and principles used to guide how we apply God’s instruction in our time and culture.
b. By Application Grid, we do not mean what is referred to as hermeneutics, which principles by which we interpret what God’s Word says and means.
c. Application flows from hermeneutics but contains concepts that extend beyond.
B. The Core Paradigm of our Grid: Conformity

1. Conformity is God’s Purpose

a. Salvation is God’s grace transforming our image and dominion through relationship with Him in Jesus.
b. Our Application Grid must rightly interact with and fulfill God’s call to be conformed to the Messiah’s image and dominion.
c. With this as our core paradigm, we have greater ability (although not perfect) to prioritize and apply God’s instruction in ways consistent with His purpose. 

C. Five Concepts to Consider

1. Background to the Five Concepts

a. Although not complete, these five concepts address some of the theological and philosophical issues we face as we attempt to apply God’s Word, especially instruction found in the Torah.

2. The Five Concepts

a. Reactionary Obedience

b. The Letter and Spirit of the Law

c. The Mosaic Covenant and Jesus’ Life, Death, and Resurrection

d. The Interdependent Aspects of God’s Instruction

e. Distinguishing God’s Word from Culture and Religion

Concept One: Reactionary Obedience

A. Reactionary Obedience

1. Obedience: A Privilege of Grace

a. Obedience is a privilege of grace, one we are to pursue with great humility and reverence for the God who has revealed His heart to us. 

b. None of us arrived where we are at today by works—only by grace.

2. A Balanced Approach: On The One Hand…

a. All of God’s Word reveals the eternal standard by which we measure inward and outward conformity to the Messiah’s image and dominion (II Timothy 3:16,17).

b. We are called to obey God’s Word—from Genesis to Revelation—as an expression of faith in Yahweh and our desire to be conformed to His image.

c. Therefore, we do not reject the Torah’s instruction because the Torah is simply a revelation of God’s righteousness. 

d. If we do not address this propensity, we are liable to incorporate the Torah without actually making any changes in our convictions or behaviors.

3. A Balanced Approach: On The Other Hand…

a. We are not to incorporate the Torah as a reaction against Christianity, at large, or our experiences with people and congregations that are not Torah observant.
b. We are not to incorporate instruction found in the Torah in contrast to or exalted above other scriptures.

c. The Torah and the rest of God’s Word are not mutually exclusive.

d. We are to incorporate God’s instruction from His Word, with the Torah being the foundation and initial revelation of His eternal purposes and instruction.

e. If we neglect these issues, we are liable to fall into pride about our own journey (works) and judge Christians and Christian churches.

f. If this happens, we incorporate Torah in ways inconsistent with the Torah itself.

Concept Two: The Letter and the Spirit of the Law

A. The Letter and Spirit of the Law

1. Transformed by the Spirit

a. The New Covenant promises a transforming encounter with Yahweh in which He gives us a new heart and spirit, removes the heart of stone from us and gives us a heart of flesh, and fills us with His Holy Spirit (Ezekiel 36:26,27).

b. God’s Spirit is given to us to cause us to walk in His statutes and obey His rules (Ezekiel 36:26,27; Romans 8:1-14).

c. By His Spirit’s power, we become the type of people for whom His instruction is natural and automatic (II Corinthians 3:5-18).

2. Transformed by the Letter

a. God promises to remove His ways from an external source (tables of stone) and put them on an internal source (our hearts). 

b. By His Spirit, Yahweh places His Word on our hearts, including (but not exclusively) the Torah. 

c. The context of God’s promise in Jeremiah 31:31-34 and Ezekiel 36:26,27 is specific to the Torah. Therefore, what the Spirit writes on our hearts certainly must include the Torah.

3. The Letter and Spirit: Complimentary and Interdependent (Romans 7:1-6)

a. The purpose of the written Word (the letter) is to describe God’s nature, purpose, means of restoration, and instruction Israel and humanity.

b. The purpose of the Spirit is to reveal and empower us to receive and respond by faith to God’s revelation in the person of the Messiah.

c. The written Word does not do away with the Spirit because we would not have the supernatural power to be transformed and walk in God’s ways.

d. The Spirit does not do away with the written Word because there would be no objective, eternal revelation of who God is and what His power was intended to accomplish in us.

4. Does Torah Observance Mean Perfection?

a. Misnomer: No one can do it; there is too much; it is too hard (Luke 1:5,6; 2:25).

b. Misnomer: If we cannot do it all and do it perfectly, then we are lawbreakers (Leviticus 18:5; Deuteronomy 30:1-10; Habakkuk 2:4).

c. From the IVP New Bible Commentary on Leviticus 18:5: “[This verse] should not be regarded as teaching salvation by keeping the law. In the OT, to live in the fullest sense meant the full enjoyment of the blessings and wellbeing of the covenant relationship with God which was already established by his redeeming action (see 18:3). Such life came through obedience to the law of the God, which was the response to salvation; it did not achieve or earn it.”
Concept Three: The Mosaic Covenant and Jesus

A. The Mosaic Covenant and Jesus’ Life, Death, and Resurrection

1. Reinterpret & Redefine

a. Many theologians have used the concepts of “reinterpret” and “redefine” to address the question of the Torah.

b. Question: When Jesus lived, died, and was raised, did He reinterpret and redefine the imagery and instruction of the Mosaic Covenant? 

c. The answer is “yes” if we mean He revealed their fullest intention.

d. Definition: Fulfilled means God brought His instruction to their fullest intention, built on the foundation of proper interpretation and application.

e. His teaching does not negate the Torah; it expands and reveals its fullest intention, as evidenced in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7).

Concept Four: Interdependent Aspects of God’s Instruction

A. Authoritative & Applicable

1. Definition: Authoritative

a. Authoritative means God places His Word—or specific instruction in it—as part of the standard by which we will be judged faithful or unfaithful to Him.

b. Authoritative means God has revealed His nature and character in His Word as the definition of what He intends for us to do—literally, what is right and wrong.

c. As believers, however, faithfulness to God’s Word does not save or sanctify us. 
2. Definition: Applicable

a. Applicable means God’s Word, or some specific instruction in it, has a sensible and logical connection to our lives in our generation and culture.

b. Applicable means God’s Word, or some specific instruction in it, can be integrated into our lives in ways that bring life and freedom.

B. Complimentary & Interdependent Aspects of God’s Instruction

1. What Do We Mean by “Aspect”?

a. Aspect means a facet or part of a whole. 

b. Aspect is qualitatively and quantitatively different than division. 

c. There is no biblical division of God’s instruction by which we can unequivocally divide God’s commands into distinct categories.
d. Every instruction contains multiple aspects and the fact that most instruction contains multiple aspects is an indication they cannot be divided.

2. What Do We Mean by “Interdependent”?

a. Interdependent means two or more things require a symbiotic relationship in order to exist and function as they were intended.

b. The various aspects of God’s instruction cannot be separated from one another and continue to exist or function as they were intended.

3. Seven Aspects to Consider

a. Moral 

b. Spiritual

c. National/Civil

d. Geographic

e. Cultural

f. Identity

g. Ritual

C. The Moral Aspects of God’s Instruction

1. Definition: Morality

a. Biblically, morality is an objective, eternal description of what God’s considers right and wrong and, as a result, how we understand obedience and sin.

b. Interrelated to morality: righteousness, holiness, justice, goodness, truth.

c. The moral aspects of God’s Word have never changed and continue to be both authoritative and applicable.

2. Morality, Grace, and Obedience

a. One reason we are prone to resist defining morality by the Torah is because we misunderstand grace and obedience. 

1. Grace is God’s Spirit writing His ways on our heart to empower us to be transformed into His image and dominion. 

2. Obedience is a faith response to God’s Spirit, evidenced by our conformity to His Word.

b. Yahweh does not expect us to incorporate all the Torah perfectly and immediately anymore than we expect an infant to eat perfectly at the kitchen table. 
3. Moral Instruction is Revealed in the Following Examples:

a. Direct Instruction with Specific Parameters.

1. Example: Do no work on the Sabbath (Exodus 20:8-11).

b. Principles

1. Whether concrete or conceptual, principles are to be explored and applied in various aspects of life.

2. Example: Peace offerings given of our own free will (Leviticus 19:5).

c. Case Laws

1. Case law moves from example to principle.

2. Example: Do not reap the corners of your fields (Leviticus 19:9).

D. The Spiritual Aspects of God’s Instruction

1. Definition: Spiritual 

a. Spiritual means those elements of God’s instruction that directly relate to the revelation of the meaning and significance of relationship with God and His call into abundant, eternal life.

2. Spiritual Instruction is Revealed in the Following Examples:

a. Idolatry (Exodus 23:23,24; Deuteronomy 12:1-7).

b. Tattooing for the Dead (Leviticus 19:28).

E. The Civic/Economic Aspects of God’s Instruction

1. Definition: National

a. National and/or civil instructions provided principled and practical ways to maintain justice and mercy in a nation in covenant relationship with Yahweh.

2. National/Civic Instruction is Revealed in the Following Examples:

a. Submitting to Judges (Deuteronomy 17:9-12).

b. Indentured Servitude (Exodus 21:1-6).

c. Release of Debts (Deuteronomy 15:1).

d. Outlaw Prostitution (Deuteronomy 23:17).

3. Application in the Diaspora

a. We are outside the land of Israel and do not exist in a covenant theocracy. 
b. However, we are called to exercise justice and mercy—the principles and spiritual realities at the core of these commands—in the civic arena (city, state, nation) but must recognize we are limited by our time and nation. 
F. The Geographic Aspects of God’s Instruction

1. Instruction and the Land

a. Some instruction in the Torah can only be literally fulfilled, personally or nationally, in the context of the land of Israel and only when Israel is submitted to God as her King.

2. Examples…

a. Cities of Refuge (Numbers 35:1-5).

b. Traveling to Jerusalem for Feast Days (Deuteronomy 16).

3. Application in the Diaspora

a. We are outside the land of Israel and do not exist in a covenant theocracy. 
b. However, we are called to exercise justice and mercy—the principles and spiritual realities at the core of these commands—in our land, regardless of the place we live. 
G. The Cultural Aspects of God’s Instruction

1. Definition: Cultural

a. Cultural means those unique practices that are specific to a group of people who share a commonality in their ethnicity and/or geography.

b. There are many commands in the Torah that speak to a specific cultural practice, from which we are to derive principles and application.

2. Cultural Instruction is Revealed in the Following Examples:

a. Slavery and Indentured Servants

1. While these commands do not directly transfer to 21st century Western culture, they do directly transfer to believers in other cultures of the world (Exodus 21:1-11; Leviticus 25:39-55). 

2. While they do not directly transfer, it does not mean we do not deal with other forms of intangible slavery, i.e., credit cards and IRS abuses.

b. Prisoners of War

1. In cultures where war is more primitive and prisoners are taken, it is important to make sure they are treated with respect and dignity (Deuteronomy 21:10-14). 

2. A modern example is the Geneva Convention.

3. Application in the Diaspora

a. We are outside the land of Israel and do not exist in a covenant theocracy. 
b. However, we are called to exercise justice and mercy—the principles and spiritual realities at the core of these commands—in our cultural practices, regardless of the place in which we live. 
H. The Identity Aspects of God’s Instruction

1. Definition: Identity

a. Identity means commands connected to who we are as God’s covenant people and ways we express our exclusive relationship with Him.

2. Identity Instruction is Revealed in the Follow Examples:

a. Tassels (Numbers 15:37-41).

b. Modesty in Dress (Deuteronomy 22:5).

c. The Sabbath (Exodus 31:12-18).

I. The Ritual Aspects of God’s Instruction

1. Definition: Ritual

a. Ritual means those portions of God’s instruction intended to regulate the Temple, Aaronic Priesthood, sacrificial system, and the appropriate way an Israelite could approach God in worship.

b. The ritual aspects of God’s instruction helped Israel exercise faith in His gracious provision of forgiveness and reconciliation through a coming Messiah. 

2. Special Provisions of Ritual Instruction: Superseded

a. Definition: Superseded means those aspects of the Torah intended to be temporary as indicated in the Torah itself find a new and fuller expression in the person and work of the Messiah.

b. Hebrews 7-10 teach the aspects of the Torah that were temporary—literally, fading away (Hebrews 8:13)—have been superseded by the ministry of the Messiah, specifically the Aaronic priesthood, the tabernacle/temple, and the ritual aspects of the Torah.

3. The Significance of the Ritual

a. High Priest in the eternal Holy of Holies—the Messiah who is in heaven (Hebrews 7:1-8:13). He is now our High Priest, He has given us the ministry of the priest through the Spirit (I Peter 2:9,10)

b. Tabernacle/Temple—the body of Messiah and the eternal tabernacle in the heavenlies after which the earth tabernacle was modeled (Hebrews 9:1-28). As the One who manifests His presence, He dwells in us, and His presence among us supersedes the limited access of the physical Temple (Hebrews 9:1-27). Now, we are His Temple, and He dwells among us for His glory and honor (I Peter 2:4,5).

c. Sacrificial Reality—the Lamb of God who has superseded animal sacrifices fulfilling the reality to which they pointed (Hebrews 10:1-39). As the Perfect Sacrifice, His blood supersedes the blood of animals and the ministry of sacrifice (Hebrews 10:1-18). Now, we offer the spiritual sacrifices of our life in obedience and praise (Psalm 141:2; Romans 12:1,2; Hebrews 13:15).

d. Relationship through the Cleansing of Blood. As the One who has cleansed our conscience and life, His ministry supersedes the issues of ritual cleanness and uncleanness (Hebrews 10:19-22).

4. Ritual Instruction is Revealed in the Following Examples:

a. Dietary Instruction (Leviticus 11:1-47, especially 46,47). 

b. Instruction for Disease and Bodily Discharge (Leviticus 13-14; 15:19-30; Leviticus 20:18).

5. Understanding Ritual Cleanness

a. Ritual uncleanness did not mean a person was in sin but it did mean they could not approach God in sacrifice and worship. 

b. Ritual cleanness and uncleanness were superseded by Jesus’ death and resurrection. Any who come to God in sincerity and faith have access to God’s presence through the Spirit (Ephesians 3:12). 

6. Application in the Diaspora

a. The Temple no longer stands and the priesthood no longer functions.

b. The Rabbi’s response to this is: study, prayer, and alms.

c. Therefore, we are no longer obliged to obey ritual instruction as it was originally given in the context of the Temple.

d. However, we are called to incorporate ritual instruction in ways that teach us about holy and profane and in ways that bring life and freedom.

Concept Five: God’s Word, Religion, and Culture

A. The Word Calls Us to the Word 
1. Making Biblical Distinctions

a. We must distinguish God’s Word from historic traditions found within of Judaism and Christianity.

b. What men have created throughout history may be helpful but is not a matter of obedience or sin—whether Jewish or Christian. 

c. What men have created throughout history rooted in ungodly, unbiblical, and/or paganism is to be rejected—whether Jewish or Christian.

d. Just because something is Jewish or Christian does not make it right or wrong and incorporating Rabbinic Judaism into our lives is NOT obeying the Torah.
2. The Culture of Torah throughout History

a. The culture of Torah from Moses to the Exile and Return

b. The culture of Torah from Ezra and Nehemiah to Jesus

c. The culture of Torah in Jesus’ Day

d. The culture of Torah in Judaism for the last 2,000 years.

3. Some Misconceptions

a. We are not called to recreate the culture of Torah of Jesus’ day.

1. The Judaism of Jesus’ day was not the fulfillment of God’s eternal purposes. It was a historic, religious, and cultural expression containing truth and error.

b. We are not called to replicate Rabbinic Judaism.

1. Rabbinic Judaism is not the fulfillment of Gods’ eternal purposes. It is the historic, religious development of the Jews, who have rejected Jesus.

c. We are not called to replicate Jewish culture.

1. The fallacy behind this perspective is that the cultural elements of the Jewish people somehow gain merit or standing with Yahweh.

d. We find great value, perspective, and richness in the culture of Torah in Jesus’ day, Rabbinic Judaism, and Jewish culture.
1. While this is true, all these aspects are completely optional and a matter of personal preference.

Incorporating Instruction
A. Where Are We?

1. The Grid—Applying God’s Word

a. This lesson examined foundational issues and paradigms with which we must grapple to begin consistently incorporating God’s Word into our lifestyle.

b. The point is to create biblical ways of thinking about how to apply God’s Word.

2. Incorporating Instruction: Three Purposes

a. To examine the biblical process of how we incorporate God’s instruction.

b. To examine biblical principles of how we incorporate God’s instruction in ways that are life giving and prioritized by His Word.

The Process of Incorporation: The Covenants

A. The Covenants as Process

1. The Covenants Are A Process

a. Each covenant has a specific function in God’s eternal purposes as well as the process of transformation for us individually.

b. Practically, our attempts to form our lifestyle by God’s instruction in any individual area will be successful only to the degree it is aligned with the biblical process of covenant transformation.

B. Eden: The Foundation of Transformation

1. Eden as our Eternal Commission

a. Eden speaks to us of Exclusive Relationship and Unhindered Intimacy, which leads to the restoration of our Image and Dominion.

b. The realities of Eden provide an eternal reference point for our transformation.
c. As God forms us by His Spirit and we incorporate truths and instruction from His Word, Eden teaches us our foundation must be a biblically informed vision of Relationship, Intimacy, transformation into His Image, and the proper use of His Dominion.
d. Every new step of growth and obedience requires these truths are experiential and functional realities in our heart.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. The Abrahamic Covenant

1. Abraham: Blessing & Life, Identity, Unconditional Grace & Acceptance, Faith

a. The Abrahamic Covenant establishes unconditional grace as the basis of abundant, eternal life and blessing through faith in Yahweh.

b. Personally, all God’s promises of life and blessing, then, flow from the unconditional grace of Yahweh working in us through faith in Him. 

2. We Must Approach our Transformation with the Growing Conviction…

a. God wants to bless us and give us life.

b. God gives us a new identity in the Messiah.

c. God’s unconditional grace is the source of our transformation.

d. Faith in God is our response to His grace, evidenced by obedience.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D. The Mosaic Covenant

1. The Mosaic Covenant: Holiness & Obedience

a. The Mosaic Covenant defines the lifestyle of holiness and gives us the foundation of what God’s nature will look like as it is expressed in daily life. And, it provides the promise of blessing and cursing—increasing life or death—as the way we know if we walk in grace and faith instead of doubt and disobedience.

b. Personally, our lifestyle is genuinely an expression of God’s nature and purpose when we successfully incorporate His instruction from the overflow of unconditional grace, life, and blessing. 
c. As we incorporate God’s instruction into our lives and hearts, each command brings us into a new aspect of our image and dominion in the Messiah.

d. If we try to walk in obedience to God’s ways before we encounter grace, we end up deluded by our own will and effort.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E. The Davidic Covenant

1. The Davidic Covenant: Spiritual Authority

a. The Davidic Covenant is the promise of the Messiah’s rule over Israel and the nations; and it is His grace inviting us into the privilege of sharing His rule.

b. Personally, we have privilege of exercising spiritual authority in submission to the Messiah as the overflow of drinking in Yahweh’s grace and the incorporate of personal holiness.

c. Where we try to walk in spiritual authority before we have encountered grace and experienced holiness, we are ripe for spiritual burnout and failure.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
F. The New Covenant

1. The New Covenant: A New Heart

a. The New Covenant promises reconciled relationship with God and new hearts empowered by God’s Spirit.

b. As the reality of Eden’s vision is being restored in us and we walk through the realities of the Abrahamic, Mosaic, and Davidic covenants, Yahweh writes His nature on our hearts so the intention of all the other covenants is integrated into the fabric of our being. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Personal Conviction & Faith Precede Life Giving Obedience

A. Personal Conviction
1. What is Personal Conviction?

a. Conviction is a work of the Spirit in which we are convinced specific instruction is both authoritative and applicable for God’s people and to refrain from doing so is violation of His will.

b. Personal Conviction is a work of the Holy Spirit in which the Father has called us personally to incorporate a specific command into our life at a given point in time in response to the leading of His Spirit.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Faith
1. What is Faith? (Romans 4:20,21; Hebrews 11:1-6)

a. Knowing God, understanding who He is, and knowing His promises.

1. When we incorporate a new commandment, we are called to a relational encounter with Yahweh so we know Him more intimately and come to see obedience is always accompanied by blessing.

b. Living with joyful conviction His promises will be fulfilled.

1. When we incorporate a new commandment, we are called to walk in a new level of trust and joy that God will bless us and fulfill His promises even if we do not fully understand what His promises are.

c. Radically seeking and obeying Him, in spite of what we see or understand.

1. When we incorporate a new commandment, Yahweh calls us to make specific, practical changes in our inner and outer habits, even if we do not fully understand the reasons associated with His command.

d. Being satisfied with God and His promises completely.

1. When we incorporate a new commandment, it is the call to embrace the promise that Yahweh’s ways produce eternal joy and satisfaction, and to receive this from His indwelling Spirit.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Obedience is Motivated by Faith If It…
a. Produces greater intimacy with Yahweh.

b. Flows from joyful anticipation of fulfilled promises.

c. Is not contingent on what we see or understand with natural eyes.

d. Results in satisfaction and fulfillment in Yahweh.

C. The Fruit of Personal Conviction and Faith: A Transformed Will

1. What Do We Mean by Transformed Will?
a. Personal Conviction and Faith come to maturity when Yahweh’s will and desire becomes our will and desire. 

b. The fruit of Spirit-led surrender is a transformed will and desire. No longer do we wrestle with an area of obedience because we have become the type of person for whom obedience is natural and automatic. We cannot help obeying because we want to obey, delight to obey, and we habitually choose to obey without a second thought.

D. When Personal Conviction & Faith Are Absent

1. When We Apply God’s Instruction Outside of Personal Conviction or Faith…

a. We fear of condemnation from Yahweh or others.

b. We fear rejection or isolation form Yahweh or others.

c. We are self-reliant, which means we reject God’s grace as our source of life.

d. We are self-righteous, which means we trust our works to make us right with God.

e. We sit in judgment above others.

f. We use God’s instruction for reasons He did not intend and exalt man’s traditions above God’s Word.
g. We pressure, manipulate, or coerce others to do what we are doing or what we think Yahweh has instructed us to do.

E. God’s Mercy and our Obedience

1. We Must Be Obedient

a. We must be diligent to walk in faithfulness to Yahweh, both in heart and lifestyle. 

b. Obedience must never be approached with a casual, apathetic heart. 

2. God is a Merciful God

a. As we walk in faithfulness and obedience to what has been revealed to us, we need not fear the condemnation of the Father. Developing a biblical lifestyle takes times—and our Father is wonderfully patient.

Biblical Ways to Prioritize God’s Instruction

A. Greater and Lesser: Principled Reduction

1. What Do We Mean by “Principled Reduction”?

a. In God’s Word, we see a pattern in the Prophets, in Jesus’ teaching, and in Paul to reduce the entirety of God’s instruction to its most basic components.

b. David ( Blamelessness, Righteousness, Speaks the Truth (Psalm 15; 24).

c. Micah ( Justice, Mercy, Humility (Micah 6:8).

d. Jesus ( Love God and Others (Matthew 22:37-40).

e. Paul ( Love Your Neighbor as Yourself (Romans 13:8-10).

2. Greater and Lesser Priorities

a. The assumption that undergirds Principled Reduction is this: there are greater and lesser priorities in God’s instruction. 

b. Jesus spoke of the “weightier matters of the Torah” when rebuking the Pharisees and also said there are instructions that should be considered “least” and, by implication, those that should be considered “greatest” (Matthew 5:19,20 23:23).

c. When rebuking the Pharisees over their spirit of judgment, Jesus reminded them the Father desires mercy above sacrifice, meaning, He prioritized a right heart and relationship above external conformity (without diminishing the importance or necessity of external conformity as the overflow of faith) (Matthew 9:13; see also: Proverbs 21:3; Hosea 6:6). 

d. The result of improper prioritization of God’s Word: the appearance of godliness without power (II Timothy 3:5). When we go this route, we honor God with our lips but our heart is far from Him (Matthew 15:8).

3. Implications of Principled Reduction

a. There are greater and lesser priorities in God’s Word

b. Disclaimer: There is no passage that distinctly defines how to prioritize God’s instruction. We know there are Greater and Lesser matters found in God’s Word but we are only given patterns and principles about how to apply these.

c. The remainder of the lesson will examine a variety of perspectives we can use to begin prioritizing and incorporating God’s Word.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Principle: The Two Great Commandments (Matthew 22:37-40).

1. Loving Yahweh
a. Do we have a life-giving relationship with the Father through the Son based on grace and faith and, as a result, are our lives being conformed to His Word?
2. Loving Others
a. Do we demonstrate love to others based on the authority of God’s Word and the power of God’s Spirit?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. Principle: The Ten Words (Exodus 20:1-17).

1. The Ten Commandments: Our Starting Point

a. We are to apply all ten in ways consistent with our maturity and faith.

b. From these, everything else flows (Matthew 22:37-40).

c. We will be ever growing in the eternal realities of these ten commands.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D. Principle: The Mosaic Legislation, Tanakh, and Apostolic Scriptures
1. Finding Balance in the Books

a. The Torah, Tanakh, and Apostolic Scriptures must be examined and applied with equal emphasis and balance. 
b. Because the Torah is foundational, we properly understand how to apply the Tanakh and Apostolic Scriptures only as we invest in understanding the Torah.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E. Principle: Life and Death
1. Life and Death as Ways We Understand God’s Heart

a. Prioritization can be approached through the principle of life and death.
b. We can loosely define a commandment’s priority based on its proximity to life and death. When it deals with issues that are closer to physical life and death—whether in time and space or eternity—then it is a greater matter.

c. Then, we can prioritize commands as they relate to spiritual life and death, relational life and death, economic life and death, social life and death, etc.

d. Lesser matters are farthest from physical life and death.

2. Life and Death and the Penal Codes

a. Penal codes are the principles and case law that defines specific consequences for sin, and in them, we see patterns of life and death on a variety of levels.
b. The Death Penalty: We can firmly conclude those sins that could or must result in the death penalty are the most important. These practices are the most heinous and must address swiftly by individuals and communities
c. Sacrifice and Restitution: Many commands required animal sacrifice or financial compensation as atonement, restitution, or redemption. These include: compensation for damage property (Exodus 22), animal sacrifice for unintentional sin (Leviticus 4), or redemption of the firstborn (Exodus 13:11-16). We keep these in mind because they provide a foundation by which we understand the value God attached to a particular command.

d. Ritual Cleansing: There are many commands associated with ritual purity that required washing or separation but did not require sacrifice or restitution. We keep these in mind because they provide principles and realities that help us understand the heart of holiness and consecration.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
F. Principle: Revelation of the Messiah
1. Jesus: Direct and Indirect

a. One way prioritize God’s instruction is whether it is a direct or indirect type and shadow of the Messiah and His ministry. 

b. By direct, we mean instruction that has a clear, definitive revelation of the Messiah such as the Sabbath, Festivals, blood sacrifice. Therefore, greater matters would usually be associated with these.
c. By indirect, we mean instruction that does not have a clear, definitive revelation of the Messiah, such as trimming the sides of the beard. Therefore, these would tend to be lesser matters.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
G. Principle: Accessibility 
1. Accessible and Inaccessible

a. If a command is more accessible, it is easier to understand and properly incorporate into our lives. If it is less accessible, it is harder to incorporate.

b. Examples of accessible, practical commands include: Sabbath & Festivals; sexual purity; honoring spiritual authority; tassels; dietary instruction; paying interest.
c. Examples of accessible, spiritual commands include: offer peace offerings with a free will.

d. Examples of accessible, principled/case law commands include: donkey in a ditch, ox goring a person, do not keep the pledge of the poor man over night, gleaning the corners of a field.

e. Examples of inaccessible commands include: animal sacrifices, traveling to Jerusalem for Festivals.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
H. Principle: A Reason 
1. Presence or Absence of a Reason

a. We can wrestle with God’s instruction based on the presence or absence of a reason. Commands with a reason would tend to have greater priority than commands without a reason.

b. The Sabbath: commemoration of the Exodus (Deuteronomy 5:15).

c. Taking eggs but not the bird: No Reason.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I. Principle: Time 
1. Cyclical or Events

a. We can wrestle with God’s instruction based on two experiences within time: a cyclical act of obedience and commands associated with life transitions, whether good or bad.

b. Cyclical: Daily, Weekly, Monthly, Yearly.

c. Life Transition: Circumcision, Redemption of Firstborn, Marriage, Divorce.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
J. Principle: Repetition
1. Repetition Matters

a. We can wrestle with God’s instruction based on the way He emphasizes it through repetition.
b. Idol worship is forbidden in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

c. Marks on the body for the dead through cutting or tattoos are mentioned briefly three times (Leviticus 19:28; 21:5; Deuteronomy 14:1).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Conviction & Condemnation

Moving to Conviction

A. From Preference and Convenience to Conviction: Examining our Responses

1. From “New Testament Christianity” to Torah Observance

a. Many of us face a crisis of conviction as we explore the implications of our identity in Messiah, our place in Israel, our privilege and responsibility toward God’s covenants, and in particular, the Torah.

b. By “New Testament Christianity”, we mean a relationship with Yahweh, and in particular, a moral and ethical code, defined primarily or exclusively by what we perceive to be present in the Apostolic Scriptures.

c. By Torah Observance, we mean a relationship with Yahweh, and in particular, a moral and ethical code, defined by the whole of God’s Word, built on the foundation and application of the Torah.

d. When God calls us into a lifestyle of discipleship that is defined by the entirety of His Word, we commit ourselves to begin embracing increasing measures of His Word, and specifically, the Torah.

2. Establishing a Biblical Perspective Of Righteousness and Sin

a. Righteousness is an expression of faith in God and His Word that originates from a transformed heart and manifests as obedience to His written Word.

b. Sin is an expression of mistrust in God and His Word and originates in a heart controlled by the flesh and manifests as disobedience to His written Word.

c. Anything inconsistent with the letter or spirit of God’s written Word is sin.

3. Implications of Living by Conviction

a. We must engage practices and instruction we currently do not embrace.

b. We must stop engaging in practices and instruction we currently do embrace.

c. Please refer to lesson eleven in this series to understand how we can incorporate God’s instruction in life-giving ways.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Group Discussion

· Make a list of practices not detailed in the Apostolic Scriptures believers are called to embrace when they accept the validity, authority, and applicability of the Torah.

· Make a list of common Christian practices believers must reject when they embrace the validity, authority, and applicability of Torah.

Revisiting Legalism
A. What is Legalism?
1. Definition
a. Legalism is a belief system, heart attitude, or lifestyle in which a person attempts to earn or keep justification, sanctification, or promise of resurrection through obedience to God’s Word or a man-made standard (Romans 9:30-10:4; Galatians 2:16; Colossians 2:11-23).
b. Legalism is Pride Toward God: Another way to understand legalism is that is it expecting and/or demanding blessing from God on the basis of our merit (position) or works (Luke 18:9-14).

c. Legalism is Pride Toward Others: Another way to understand legalism is extending life (grace, blessing, acceptance) or death (condemnation, rejection) to others based on our perception and judgment of their heart and/or works.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Legalism is Deceptive

a. Legalism is deceptive because the legalist does not believe they are guilty. 

b. We can be guilty of it and, at the same time, ignorant of our guilt.

c. Stated theological positions may agree with the Word but our heart, experience, and perceptions might be steeped in legalism. 

d. Legalism is insidious because it comes in varying shades and degrees. 

e. Even if we are aware of what legalism is and have experienced victory over legalism, we are still susceptible to its deceptions. 

f. Only those who know they are legalists overcome its deception and bondage.

g. A return to Torah is a radical step of faith because it calls us to experience change in habits that set us at odds with the culture and body of Messiah. 
h. We must be diligent to fight the spirit of pride and legalism toward others. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Why Understand Legalism?

a. Legalism leads to condemnation and division in the body of Messiah.

b. First, when Yahweh leads us into a new understanding and application of His Word, we are liable to conclude the revelation we received is based our effort or merit. As a result, we become susceptible to pride, which quickly follows.

c. Second, because the restoration of the Torah to Yahweh’s people includes a breadth of instruction previously unknown to most of us, we are susceptible to believe obedience in some new area merits or earns grace.

4. The Fruit of Legalism: Condemnation

a. The fruit of legalism is condemnation because no one who uses obedience as the basis of their acceptance can ever do enough to be accepted. 

b. It is impossible to refrain from condemning others if we believe the favor we have received from God is a result of our effort.
c. The legalist assesses everyone else’s sin with the intention of self-commendation.

5. The Spirit of Condemnation

a. When condemnation is at work, people who remain in local congregations will:

1. Remain connected physically but refuse to invest.

2. Minister on their terms.

3. Champion issues.

4. Sow seeds of mistrust for spiritual authority.

b. When condemnation is at work, people who leave local congregations will:

1. Church hop.

2. “Date” the church.

3. Reject the church, especially spiritual authority.

4. Define church on our own terms.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
God Calls us to Reject the Spirit of Condemnation and Embrace the Spirit of Love
How Do We Interact with Those Who Do Not Agree with Us?
B. Love, Grace, and Faith
1. Jesus’ Example and Love

a. Jesus’ relationship with His Bride is based on unconditional love.

b. We have relationship with Him because He died for us (I John 4:7-11). 

c. In spite of our sinfulness, God loved and saved us through the Messiah. 

d. Paul reminds us we are to imitate God’s character by loving one another. 

e. We love others by laying down our life for them just as Jesus laid down His life for us (Ephesians 5:1,2).

2. The Call to Love

a. When we interact with those with whom we disagree, we are called to love.

b. In all things, we are called to love and by it, the lost will know Jesus was sent into the world to save it (John 17:20-23; I John 3:16).

c. When we love one another, we do for others the very thing God has done for us through the Messiah.
3. God’s Grace is the Source of Revelation (Romans 9:16-18; I Corinthians 2:14; 4:7,8).

a. To walk in love, we must surrender to the fact that God’s grace reveals His Word and will to us.

b. None of us received revelation because we were naturally inclined to pursue truth. We saw and responded to God’s Word because His grace gave us the opportunity to want His ways and prepared our hearts to receive them.

c. If we walk in revelation because of grace, we cannot stand in judgment of other believers who may not yet see or agree with something God has revealed to us. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. Our Relationship with Those in Our Congregation
1. God Grows Each of us at Different Speeds

a. God’s way of dealing with us is unique, designed to accomplish His purposes in us. 

b. If He leads us into a specific spiritual practice in a certain area, it does not mean He is leading others in the same way at the same time. 

c. God draws us into a new area of commitment without the support of others: 

1. To help us walk in fear of Him, and Him alone. 
2. To teach us to walk in humility toward others even though we have embraced a new area of obedience and they have not? 

2. Grace, Faith, and Honoring Others

a. Grace, personal conviction, and faith precede Spirit-led obedience. 

b. Without faith in God and His grace, any obedience in which we walk is external, motivated by the flesh, and produces death (Romans 7:1-6).

c. We do not want to influence people to embrace practices from God’s Word before they have received grace to walk in personal conviction and faith.

3. Growing Congregations Should Reflect All Degrees of Spiritual Maturity

a. Godly, growing congregation should have all levels of maturity: non-believers, new believers, struggling believers, victorious believers, mature believers—and even legalistic believers.

b. If all levels of maturity are not present in a congregation, then we have lost sight of God’s vision and given ourselves to human agendas.

c. If this is so, we must be willing to allow all people to experience and grow through their maturity and commitment without judgment or demands.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D. Relationship with Believers Who Do Not Share Our Perspective
1. Our Challenge: Embracing the Torah as the Foundational Description of Holiness

a. What is our relationship with those whose theological perspectives and practices do not reflect obedience to the Torah as we understand it? 

b. The answer is simple: we love.
2. All Will Stand Before the Just Judge—Even Us

a. We will stand before Jesus to give account (I Corinthians 5:8-10). 

b. Since it is so easy to fall into pride, it is wise to dedicate ourselves to growth and repentance so we are not judged for pride and unfaithfulness to His instruction (Matthew 7:1-5; Romans 2:1,2).

c. Paul cautions us in Romans 14:4 not to stand in judgment of other believers because they stand or fall before the Lord, not us (Romans 14:10-13).

d. Even more, our attitude toward others is to be one of faith, not condemnation (Romans 14:4; James 4:11,12).

3. We Are All Sons and Daughters

a. All believers are sons and daughters of the living God in Messiah (John 1:12).

b. All believers are adopted into Abraham’s family (Galatians 3:29) and grafted into Israel (Ephesians 2:1-21). 

c. However, not all believers know or understand this to be true—just as we did not understand this to be true at some point in our life. 

d. While they may have in identity crisis, and therefore an obedience crisis, they are no less sons and daughters of God than those who embrace the Torah.

e. Even the language of “us” and “them” needs to be purged from our vocabulary because God does not see His bride through these eyes. 
4. We are to Walk in Humility Toward Those Who Do Not Agree with Us

a. Our humility toward other believers is to transcend any “issue”, including the inclusion of the Torah into our lives.

b. We need to walk in humility toward any who do not agree with us because we once did not agree with our selves.

c. Those who do not share our convictions have areas of truth we do not have. The only way to grow in the truth other believers possess is to walk humility.

d. We need to walk in humility toward others because most people do not come to new revelation through condemnation, rejection, and judgment.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E. Fearing God More Than Man

1. Confronting our Hearts

a. When grappling with the implications of living by God’s entire Word, we are not only liable to condemn others but we are also liable to fear them.

b. One question before us: do I fear God more than I fear others?
c. Jesus reminds us we are to fear Him, who can kill the body and soul, more than we fear man, who can only kill the body (Matthew 10:28).

d. Jesus reminds us we do not seek the Father’s honor if we are concerned about securing the honor of others (John 5:44).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Ways We Inadvertently Fear Man More than God

a. We change the standard of God’s Word through direct or indirect compromise.

b. We eliminate the necessity of obedience under the guise of “grace”.

3. Avoiding Relational Conflict by Changing the Standard

a. When we fear others more than God, one way we are tempted to resolve is to directly or indirectly change God’s standards.

b. Messiah’s body has experienced “a falling away”, which has resulted in the influence of a lawless paradigm (II Thessalonians 2:1-12; II Peter 3:17). The implications of a lawless paradigm are that others will feel or experience guilt when informed their lifestyle does not conform to God’s Word. 

c. Example: “Oh, this is just something God wants me to do, not you.”

d. Example: “Oh, there are a lot of different ways to understand God’s Word.”

e. While we extend grace and acceptance to all who trust in Jesus, whether or not they agree with us on specific issues, we are not to weaken or minimize God’s Word and what He asks of all believers in it.

4. Avoiding Relational Conflict by Ignoring the Standard 

a. When we fear others more than God, one way we are tempted to resolve this is to misuse or misapply God’s teaching on grace.

b. While grace secures the unconditional acceptance and salvation of any who trust in the Messiah, we are never to use grace to affirm or encourage a lifestyle inconsistent with God’s Word (Romans 6:1-14). 

c. To do this is to trivialize the blood of the Messiah and can lead us into the place of condemnation (Hebrews 10:26-31).

5. Love and Grace Does Not Lead Us to Compromise

a. Jesus was abundantly clear when He said, “Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:19). 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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