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Exploring our Hebrew Roots—1

Introduction & General Information

Introduction

Welcome to Exploring our Hebrew Roots. This class is designed to:
· Explore the Big Picture of God’s Eternal Plan of Salvation
· Understand Abraham’s Family as the Recipients of God’s Covenant and Promises 
· Understanding God’s Covenants with Israel 
· Understand God’s Heart for the Nations
· Understand God’s Law, What Is It and What Its Is Role for Believers Today
· Understand Jesus as the Jewish Messiah and Living Word
· Understand Paul’s Concepts of the Gospel, the Law, Grace, and Legalism

General Information

A. Class Format

1. Teaching, interactive discussion, and question and answer.

B. Dates

1. Sundays from 6:00 to 8:00 pm from March 6th to June 5th

2. Breaks
a. Sunday, March 20th: Break for Purim
b. Sunday, May 15th: Break for Experiencing Freedom Retreat

C. Food & Bathrooms

1. Food is welcome during the class.

2. Bathrooms are located…



Assumptions & Theological Framework

Assumptions

A. Our Exploration is Intended to Help us be Conformed to the Image the Messiah

For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers (Romans 8:29).

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit (II Corinthians 3:18).

1. The goal of the class is not to make anyone do or think a specific thing.

2. If our goal is anything but transformation into the image of Jesus, it is God’s heart we humble our self, seek His forgiveness, and turn to His grace.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. We Will All be Challenged in our Walk with Jesus and Love for Others at a Variety of Levels Including the Spiritual, Relational, and Congregational

1. Challenging our theological/doctrinal conclusions is always the easy part. 

2. The hard part is seeing and obeying the spiritual, relational, and practical implications of changing our position and perspectives and integrating these changes into our life and relationships. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. We are all in Process, Spiritually, Religiously, and Relationally

I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for his name’s sake. I am writing to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the Father. I write to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one (I John 2:12-14).

1. Maturity is marked by a life that manifests Jesus’ character.

2. Doctrinal accuracy must always be balanced with the call to love.

3. Our goal is not to create theological/doctrinal benchmarks by which we can label, categorize, and/or condemn one another.

4. Our goal is to help one another progress in maturity in the Messiah.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. Debate and Disagreement is Good When it Fosters Love and Good Works

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near (Hebrews 10:24,25).

1. We encourage healthy discussion, questions, and communication in the spirit of love, grace, and generosity.

2. Any other agenda in debate is suspect at best and divisive at worst.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Recognizing Influences on our Theological Framework

Group Discussion
· At what point does a doctrine become destructive?
· Are all doctrines that have caused destruction necessarily destructive?
· Is there a way to differentiate between these two issues?

A. Group Discussion Summary

1. A doctrine is destructive when its content is inconsistent with God’s nature as revealed in His Word 

2. A doctrine is destructive when its understanding, usage, or application is inconsistent with God’s nature as revealed in His Word.

B. Definition: Eternal Purpose

1. God’s intention for creation beyond time and space

2. God’s eternal purposes are a significant factor by which we establish our theological framework. By this, all the events of time and space are understood and interpreted.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. Definition: Theological Framework

1. A way of perceiving and interacting with God, His Word, and His purposes.

2. Theological frameworks are influenced as much or more by…
a. Our maturity or immaturity.
b. The spiritual, religious, and relational context of our entire lives.
c. Our willingness to surrender to God’s Word to us.
d. Past experiences, pain, and degree of restoration and wholeness.
e. The perspectives we hold about God, His Word, and His people.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. Our Theological Framework

1. Our theological framework must interact with God’s eternal purposes as revealed in His Word. And, our personal experiences (subjective paradigms) must be identified and examined as potential sources of prejudice, blindness, and fear.
a. Theology divorced from deliberate interaction with God’s eternal purposes becomes an end in itself, which makes for incorrect, destructive theology.
b. If we make theological conclusions without grappling with the influence of our personal experiences and subjective paradigms, we build on the faulty foundation of our frail, temporal human perspective.

Group Discussion
· Share a time when you realized one of your theological conclusions was more influenced by your maturity, surrender issues, etc. 
· What were some of the consequences of your conclusion? 
· What were some of the practical implications of changing your position?
· What have you learned?

2. The subject matter of this class takes us down a road that has for centuries, been largely unexplored, neglected, or intentionally ignored. As a result, we must establish a context for our exploration (eternal purposes, personal experiences) or we will be subject to severe theological, religious, and relational reactions.

3. We do not want to react to ignorance, imbalances, or weakness. We want to seek God’s heart as it is revealed in His Word and respond with faith and obedience.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction
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Yahweh’s Eternal Purpose

Hebrew Roots or Eternal Roots?

A. Our Eternal Roots

1. To understand the significance of our Hebrew Roots, we must first understand the significance of our Eternal Roots.
a. Each generation—ours included—plays a role in the unfolding history of Yahweh’s eternal purposes. However, we must keep in mind that any look into history to gain perspective for today must begin at the beginning.
b. If we define God’s purposes and neglect the beginning point He established, and then try to do so from a later vantage point, we end up with incomplete history and therefore an incomplete present and future.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. Yahweh’s Eternal Purpose is His Glory 

1. A survey of verses from beginning to end leads us to the conclusion Yahweh’s primary purpose is His glory.
a. Books of Moses: Exodus 14:17,18; 33:18; Leviticus 10:1-3; Numbers 14:13-25.
b. Prophets: Isaiah 43:7.
c. Writings: Psalm 72:18,19; Daniel 4:30-36; Habakkuk 2:14.
d. Gospels: God’s Glory in Jesus: John 1:14; 2:11; 8:48-59; 17:1-5.
e. Epistles: Romans 11:33-36; II Corinthians 1:20; Hebrews 1:1-3.
f. Revelation: Revelation 4:9-11; 19:1-6.

“…Among those who are near me I will be sanctified, and before all the people I will be glorified.’” (Leviticus 10:3).

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. Blessed be his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen and Amen! (Psalm 72:18,19).

And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne… saying, “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power…” (Revelation 4:9-11).

2. Our theological framework must rightly relate to the purpose of God’s glory. 
a. Whether by ignorance, immaturity, or intent, missing God’s glory as His ultimate purpose positions us to make God subservient to our purposes.
b. Where theological frameworks and positions are not submitted to this ultimate purpose, they lead us into deception and can take us into spiritual death.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. Yahweh’s Glory in and through Humanity

1. God’s original design was the impartation of His nature to humanity to expand His glory and Kingdom throughout creation (Genesis 1:26-28).
a. He revealed His glory by imparting His image (nature, identity, and life) and dominion (authority, power) to humanity. 
b. The sustenance of our image (nature, identity, and life) and the fulfillment of our dominion (authority, power, and destiny) depended on unhindered intimacy and exclusive relationship (Genesis 3).

2. In response, creation—particularly humanity—was to respond to God’s grace by offering glory to Yahweh for the love and life He eternally extends to us and the image and dominion He has given us.
a. Our eternal role as kings and priests is for God’s glory (Revelation 1:6; notice also: I Peter 5:5-11; Jude 1:24,25; 4:9-11).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. The Beginning & End

1. By looking at our origin and ending, we can see God’s original design for His creation and His description of what restoration will ultimately look like.

2. Eden (Genesis 1-3).
a. Yahweh’s presence was severed (Genesis 3:22-24).
b. Relationship with Yahweh severed (Genesis 3:22-24).
c. Our identity and destiny marred (Genesis 3:14-19).
d. Death was the inevitable result of sin (Genesis 3:1-7, 22-24).

3. Eternity (Revelation 21,22, esp., 21:1-7).
a. Unhindered Presence (Revelation 21:3,4; 22:1-5).
b. Unhindered Relationship (Revelation 21:3,4; 22:3,4).
c. Restoration to our Image and Dominion (Revelation 1:6; 5:8-11).
d. Life is the inevitable result of restoration (Revelation 22:12-17)

4. The Tripartite Formula: Revelation 21:3,4
a. I Will Be Your God—You Shall Be My People—I Will Dwell Among You
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E. Salvation: Restoration to Yahweh’s Intention

1. Definition: Salvation
a. Salvation is responding to God’s invitation to be restored to His image (nature, identity) and dominion (authority, power, dominion) in Jesus Christ. 

2. Definition: Sin
a. Sin is falling short of God’s glory, literally, resisting Yahweh’s call and grace to enter into eternal intimacy and exclusive relationship with Him, so His image and dominion manifest through us (Romans 3:23; II Corinthians 3:18).

3. Salvation is the Restoration of His Image—Let Us Make Man in Our Image
a. Justification (Genesis 15:1-6; Romans 4:1-25; James 2:18-26).

4. Salvation is the Restoration of our Destiny—Let Them Have Dominion.
a. Sanctification (Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5,6; I Peter 1:13-21; 2:9,10).

5. Salvation is Restoration to His Presence through Relationship— I Will Be Your God and You Shall Be My People; I Will Dwell Among Them.
a. Glorification (Exodus 3:6; Psalm 16:9-11; I Thessalonians 4:13-18).
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why Does God’s Eternal Purpose Matter?

Group Discussion
· How might understanding God’s eternal purposes have impacted past situations where theological frameworks were destructive? 

A. Why It Matters?

1. Yahweh’s eternal purposes (His glory, our image and dominion, our unique relationship with Him through His presence) are the compass by which we understand, interpret, apply, and respond to theological revelation in His Word.

2. Dedication to understand, experience, and live God’s eternal purposes are a safety net (although a fallible one) to the destruction and deception that often accompanies the practical and relational expressions of our theological frameworks.

3. If we attempt to understand our Hebrew Roots without submitting this specific issue to Yahweh’s eternal purposes, our conclusions will lead us into inconsistency, confusion, and even deception and death.
Lesson One: Yahweh’s Eternal Purpose
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Yahweh’s Word—Unfolding & Unified

Group Discussion
· Tell your life story in about three to four minutes.
· As you have considered the issues of our Hebrew Roots, what questions have been most difficult for you and why?

Interpretative Issues & Assumptions

A. The Relationship of the Tanakh to the Apostolic Scriptures

1. Accurate Biblical Interpretation Rests on Rightly Defining the Relationship of the Tanakh to the Apostolic Scriptures.
a. Issue: Continuity versus Discontinuity
b. Issue: Replacement and Supersession
c. Issue: Identity and Audience
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Group Discussion
· Discuss some of the common ways you have experienced others or yourself interpreting and applying the Torah.
· What do these conclusions assume about the Torah? 

B. Two Theological Approaches

1. Systematic: This approach systematizes the content of God’s Word under specifically defined categories, such as: sin, God, end times, the church, etc.
a. Conclusions are made about God, his purposes, and His will by organizing the truths of Narrative and Biblical Theology into logical relationships.
b. This approach looks to eliminate all contraction.
c. This approach is synchronic: it orders the subjects of God’s Word without respect for the specific time of revelatory history in which it was given.

2. Biblical: This approach assumes the content of God’s Word was given in a specific fashion. To understand God’s Word, we must honor the way it was given as much as the content that was revealed. 
a. Conclusions are made about God, His purposes, and His will relying primarily on the historic and/or chronological revelation of His Word.
b. This approach expects to find apparent contradictions.
c. This approach is diachronic: it interprets God’s Word with the paradigm it was revealed progressively and this fact should influence our interpretation.
d. In general, the idea that we learn God’s eternal purposes and will from the stories of Scripture is biblically sound (Luke 24:27). The Bible’s stories are there to reveal Yahweh, His purposes, and His will; we are to learn from those revelations of truth so we can be transformed into His images and fulfill His purposes (e.g., Mark 2:23-28). This is one important reason the stories have been preserved for us (Romans 15:4).
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. The How and What of God’s Word

1. Structure and Content: The “How” and “What” of Yahweh’s Word.
a. Structure deals with how God’s Word is revealed.
b. Content deals with the information and concepts revealed in His Word.

2. It is just as important to understand how God revealed His Word as it is to understand what God revealed in His Word.
a. God revealed the reality of faith by telling the story of Abraham.
b. God revealed His sovereignty and power over false gods in the Exodus story.
c. God revealed salvation in the Messiah by telling the story of His life and ministry.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Group Discussion
· How have you been trained to interpret the Bible?
· What impact has your training had on you?

Understanding Progressive Revelation

A. The Dynamics of Progressive Revelation

1. Progressive Revelation Means Yahweh revealed truth gradually and deliberately.
a. God’s Word is to be understood from the Tanakh to the Apostolic Scriptures as an unfolding flower. God did not reveal His truths all at once. It was a progressive process that spanned generations, authors, and cultures. 
b. To rightly interpret God’s Word, we must take into account the state of revelation at the time it was given to properly understand a specific text. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Progressive revelation means Yahweh caused divinely-chosen individuals in history to perfectly record the people and events of a specific time period that contain a portion of eternal truth He intended to communicate at that time.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Progressive revelation assumes each new revelation of truth builds upon, expands, or illuminates previous truth.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Progressive revelation assumes there is continuity in each revelation from Yahweh, tying all of them together to create a unified whole.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Progressive revelation helps us understand Yahweh’s Word is an integrated, interdependent, unified whole that remains in tact only when every letter, word, book, and section function as Yahweh intended.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Progressive revelation helps us reconcile the reality that God is unchanging, past, present, and future.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. The Biblical Basis of Progressive Revelation

1. The Authors of Scripture Across the Generations
a. God’s Word was revealed to different people at different points in history, which indicates His revelation was unfolding.
b. Moses wrote the Books of Moses; David wrote many of the Psalms; Jeremiah wrote the books of Jeremiah and Lamentations. 

2. The Testimony of Yahweh in His Son

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, (Hebrews 1:1-3).

a. Yahweh spoke in the past by the prophets (He revealed something to them) and in these “last days” He spoke through His Son (He revealed something through His Son’s life and ministry). 
b. Walter Kaiser wrote: “There can be little doubt that the Old Testament is a series of successive divine revelations leading up to the grand disclosure in Jesus (Yeshua) the Messiah. That is the point of the writer of Hebrews as he began his book…”
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson Two: Yahweh’s Word—Unfolding & Unified

God’s Unfolding Purpose in the Structure of His Word

	Section
	Books
	Contents
	Purpose

	Books of Moses
	Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy
	· Narrative/Story
· Covenants (Noah, Abraham, Israel)
· Instruction
· Promise
· Blessings & Curses
	· Foundational Revelation of Yahweh’s Eternal Purposes
· Establish God’s Redemptive Promises in Promised Messiah
· Establish the Means of God’s Redemption through Covenant Relationship with His Chosen People, Israel

	Prophets & Writings
	Early Prophets
Joshua, Judges, I-II Samuel, I-II Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel 

Later Prophets
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi 

Writings
Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, I-II Chronicles
	· Narrative/History
· Prophetic
· Covenant
· Poetry/Wisdom
	· Expansion of God’s Eternal Purposes and Kingdom through His Covenant People, Israel
· Prophetic Call to Return to Yahweh’s Eternal Purposes as Revealed in the Books of Moses and His Unfolding Revelation through His Prophets
· Development and Expansion of the Promise of the Messiah’s Redemption
· Illustrate the Faithfulness of Yahweh to His Eternal Purpose and Covenant People in Spite of their Unfaithfulness


	Gospels
	Matthew, Mark, Luke, John
	· Narrative/History
	· Promised Messiah & His Kingdom Arrive in Jesus 
· Fulfillment of the Messiah’s Mission as Suffering Servant
· Establish the Authenticity of Person and Ministry of Jesus as the Messiah

	Acts, Epistles, Revelation
	Acts, Romans, I Corinthians, II Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, I Thessalonians, II Thessalonians, I Timothy, II Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, I Peter, II Peter, I John, II John, III John, Jude, Revelation
	· Narrative/History
· Epistle
· Prophetic
	· Expansion of God’s Purposes and Kingdom Among the Nations through the Reality and Proclamation of the Messiah’s Death and Resurrection
· The Messiah’s Salvation Ministered to the Nations through His Abiding Presence in His Covenant People
· Fulfillment of the Messiah’s Mission as the Interceding and Reigning King
· Promise of Messiah’s Eternal Purpose and Kingdom Fulfilled




Progressive Revelation: Promise & Purpose

This chart represents the principle of progressive revelation. In it, we see God’s promise of the Messiah and His eternal purposes as revealed in His Word. These two elements—the promise of the Messiah and God’s eternal purpose—are interdependent promises unfolding throughout the pages of God’s Word.
· Some passages illustrate the principle by demonstrating God’s original intention.
· Some passage illustrate the principle by demonstrating God’s purpose to restore humanity to it original purpose.

	The Promise
	Books of Moses
	Prophets & Writings
	Gospels
	Epistles & Revelation

	The Coming Messiah
	Genesis 3:15
Genesis 12:1-3
Deuteronomy 18:15-22
	Isaiah 11:1-11
Isaiah 22:22
Isaiah 53
	Matthew 11:1-6
	Romans 5:12-21
Galatians 4:4

	Image
Make Man in Our Image
	Genesis 1:26-28
Genesis 5:1,2
Leviticus 19:2
	Psalm 17:15
Ezekiel 36:26,27
	Matthew 5:21
Matthew 11:25-30
	I Corinthians 3:18
Philippians 3:21
I John 3:1,2

	Dominion
Let Them Have Dominion
	Genesis 1:26-28
Genesis 12:1-3
Deuteronomy 4:6-8
Deuteronomy 28:1
	Psalm 8:4-8
Psalm 149
Isaiah 60:1-22
	Matthew 16:17-19
Matthew 19:28
Mark 4:26-32
	Revelation 1:6
Revelation 20:4

	Relationship
I Will Be Your God
You Shall Be My People
	Genesis 17:7,8
Exodus 6:6,7
	I Chronicles 17:22-24
Jeremiah 31:31-34
	John 17:1-3
	I Corinthians 6:16-18
Hebrews 8:8-10
Revelation 21:1-7

	Intimacy
I Will Dwell Among You
	Exodus 25:8
	Zephaniah 3:17
	John 1:14
John 14:15-18
	Revelation 7:16,17
Revelation 21:1-7
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The Implications of Progressive Revelation

A. “Old” and “New” Testaments are arbitrary human divisions not rooted in the text.

1. God considers all His revelation profitable (II Timothy 3:16,17).

B. The books written by the Apostles are not the “New Covenant”

1. God did not create a covenant anywhere in the Apostle’s writings. He did, however, begin to fulfill the New Covenant (promised in Jeremiah) through the Messiah’s death and resurrection.

C. God did not do away with the “Old Covenant” when Jesus died and was raised.

1. God has not done away with any of the Bible because it is an integrated unity, relying on all its parts to be whole. In fact, the only books of available to God’s people for discipleship for the first decades after Jesus’ ascension were the Tanakh.

2. Consider the following questions:
a. If we do away with the “Old Covenant”, does it mean we want to do away with all the prophecies about the Messiah as well?
b. If we do away with the Books of Moses, its teaching, its prophecies, have we done away with the foundation upon which the Messiah is revealed?





Covenants: Abraham & Moses

Interpretive Issues for Yahweh’s Covenants

A. The Purpose of Yahweh’s Covenants

1. Yahweh’s Covenants: Fulfillment of His Eternal Promise—See Page 15 of Syllabus
a. God’s eternal promise begins in Eden and unfolds over the years of history.
b. The narrative of scripture is the story of God’s unfolding promise.
c. Yahweh established covenants with His people to fulfill His eternal promise: His Glory through the restoration of His Image and Dominion in us sustained by Unhindered Intimacy and Exclusive Relationship.
d. The Tripartite Promise: I will be your God, you shall be my people, and I will dwell among you (Revelation 21:1-7).

B. Some Interpretive Assumptions

1. Progressive Revelation—See Lesson Two of Syllabus
a. The implications of Progressive Revelation mean each covenant contains direct elements that build on, clarify, and expand Yahweh’s promise.

2. Continuity—See Lesson Two of Syllabus
a. The implications of Continuity mean each covenant contains elements consistent and interdependent with all the other covenants, rooted in Yahweh’s promise.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Covenant Components

By Covenant Components, we mean the elements of each covenant by which we can compare and contrast them in a systemic, deliberate way.

A. Definitive Passages define those portions of scripture that directly communicate the establishment, definition, and/or expansion of a covenant.

B. Purposes, Promises, and Provisions define the purposes of a covenant, promises given in a covenant, and provisions through which a covenant is fulfilled.

C. Relational Dynamic/Covenant Response defines how each of the parties was to respond to the purposes, promises, and provisions of the covenant.

D. Basis of Covenant Fulfillment defines the basis upon which the covenant would be fulfilled.

E. Sign is the symbolic act, event, or activity that represents the covenant, its establishment, meaning, and acts as witness to the covenant participant.

F. Spiritual Themes are the truths/realities that communicate and clarify God’s eternal purpose of His glory and our restoration to Him in the Messiah

G. Unique Issues are the unique issues, circumstances, conditions, and definitions associated with a specific covenant.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







Lesson Three: Abraham & Moses

Covenant Comparison Points

	
	Definitive Passages
	Purposes
Promises
Provisions
	Relational Dynamic & Response
	Basis of Covenant Fulfillment
	Sign
	Spiritual Themes
	Unique Issues

	Abrahamic
	






	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mosaic/Sinai
	






	
	
	
	
	
	

	Davidic
	






	
	
	
	
	
	

	New Covenant
	





	
	
	
	
	
	



The Abrahamic Covenant: Blessing & Justification

Group Discussion
· Share a time when you had an encounter with God’s unconditional grace and describe how it changed the course of your life.

A. Definitive Passages

1. Genesis 12: Unconditional Promise of Grace for Humanity’s Blessing

2. Genesis 15: Yahweh Pours Out His Life through Blood Offering

3. Genesis 15: Abraham Pours Out His Life through Blood Offering

4. Genesis 22: Unconditional Covenant Ratified through Isaac’s Sacrifice
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. Purposes, Promises, Provisions

1. Offspring  Immediate, Generational, Eternal (Genesis 15:1-6)

2. Land  Israel, Indirectly the Nations of the World (Genesis 13:1-18)

3. Greatness  Fame, Reputation, Spiritual Authority (Genesis 12:1-3)

4. Inheritance/Blessing  Abundant, Eternal Life (Genesis 12:1-3)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. Relational Dynamic: Grace from Yahweh and Faith from Abraham

1. Grace from Yahweh
a. Grace actualized in the outpouring of Yahweh’s life to Abraham in the form of natural, relational, and spiritual blessing (Genesis 12:1-3; 15).

2. Faith from Abraham
a. Faith was actualized in the outpouring of Abraham’s life in love, faithfulness, and allegiance to Yahweh in blood friendship (Genesis 17, 22).
b. Abraham’s faithfulness to Yahweh proved the reality of faith (James 2).
c. Abraham’s obedience was a faith response to Yahweh’s unconditional grace, but it was not a condition upon which God’s fulfilled His promise of blessing.
d. Abraham’s obedience was a personal response to covenant friendship.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. Basis of Covenant Fulfillment: Unconditional

1. Yahweh’s Promise: Unconditional
a. Unconditional means Yahweh fulfills His covenant with Abraham completely from the resources of His life and love.
b. Unconditional means Yahweh fulfills His covenant with Abraham without any contribution from Abraham that could merit or earn Yahweh’s blessing.
c. Merit refers to the fact that sin destroyed our nature, and as a result, there is nothing in us (who we are) that deserves blessing.
d. Earn refers to the fact that works (what we do) cannot secure God’s blessing.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E. Sign: Circumcision

1. Circumcision & Covenant Ratification
a. The covenant was ratified through the outpouring of Abraham’s life in blood friendship and fidelity (Genesis 17).
b. The sign of circumcision was a direct, visual reminder of Yahweh’s unconditional promise of offspring, and therefore, all the other promises.
c. The sign itself reflects the significance of the covenant of life poured out in redemption for Abraham’s blessing.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

F. Spiritual Themes

1. Justification by Grace through Faith (Romans 4:1-25).

2. Yahweh’s Unconditional Grace Manifested as Blessing (Genesis 12:1-3)
a. Blessing refers to God’s promise of life in the general sense, and in specific elements of the believer’s life (Deuteronomy 30:19; Revelation 22:14).
b. The Abrahamic Covenant is the first established for blessing and redemption. It is the foundational covenant through which God made provision for salvation.

3. Covenant Friendship 
a. Abraham’s covenant was a covenant of friendship, established through the outpouring of life in love and fidelity (II Chronicles 20:7; James 2:23).

4. Identity Mingled through Blood Friendship
a. The assumption in ancient blood covenants is the comingling of identity of the deity and the worshipper (I Corinthians 1:30).

5. Faith & Obedience
a. Obedience (which includes right motives and actions) flows from faith.
b. If we reduce the Torah to a series of action misses its purpose (Galatians 3:5,6).
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The Mosaic Covenant: Holiness & Sanctification

Group Discussion
· Share a time when God called you to walk in a specific area of obedience to His Word and how it changed the course of your life.

A. Definitive Passages

1. Exodus 19-24: Yahweh’s Call to Covenant Marriage and Israel’s Acceptance

2. Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 28: Secondary Passages
a. Exodus is the foundational revelation of God’s covenant with Israel.
b. Leviticus is God’s ongoing revelation of covenantal instruction to Israel at Sinai. 
c. Numbers is God’s ongoing revelation of covenantal instruction to Israel as they leave Sinai and begin their journey toward the Promised Land.
d. Deuteronomy is an expansion of God’s covenant relationship with and instruction to Israel as the next generation prepares to enter the Promised Land.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. Purposes, Promises, Provisions

1. Unique Corporate/National Relationship with Yahweh  Firstborn Son, Bride (Exodus 4:22; Jeremiah 31:9; Isaiah 62:4; Hosea 2:19)

2. Light to the Nations  Yahweh’s Glory Revealed through Israel’s Conformity to His Image as Described in the Books of Moses (Genesis 12:1-3; Deuteronomy 4:5-8)

3. Blessings and Cursings  Within the Realm of Faith to Inherit Life or Within the Realm of Disobedience to Inherit Death (Leviticus 26; Deuteronomy 28)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. Relational Dynamic: Grace from Yahweh and Faith from Israel

1. Grace Manifested as Redemption
a. Grace was actualized as redemption in the Exodus event (Exodus 1-15).
b. A picture of justification in the context of national redemption.

2. Grace Manifested as Covenant Relationship
a. Grace was actualized as covenant marriage to Israel (Exodus 19-24).
b. Yahweh committed Himself to Israel as Husband (Exodus 24).
c. Israel committed herself to Yahweh as wife (Exodus 24).

3. Grace Manifested as Israel’s Prophetic Calling
a. Grace was actualized as a unique call to be light to the nations: a kingdom of priests and a holy nation (Exodus 19:5,6).
b. Yahweh committed Himself to Israel for their blessing so they could be a blessing of the nations (which originated in His promise to Abraham).

4. Grace Manifested as the Revelation of Yahweh’s Nature
a. Grace was actualized in the revelation of Yahweh’s nature through the revelation of His Word: The Books of Moses (Leviticus 18:1-5; 20:7,8, 22-26).

5. Faith Response from Israel
a. Faith was to be actualized as conformity to Yahweh’s nature as defined in the Mosaic covenant/Torah (Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6).
b. The Torah describes (through story, covenant, instruction, prophecy) what Yahweh’s nature looks manifested in the life of those who trust in Him. 
c. The Torah’s revelation and instruction was intended to protect Israel’s faith in Yahweh (Hebrews 3:12-4:16).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. Basis of Covenant Fulfillment: Unconditional and Conditional

1. Yahweh’s Choice of Israel as His Special People: Unconditional
a. The Ketubah: marriage between God and Israel (Exodus 19-24; Deuteronomy).
b. Yahweh chose Israel based on promises made to Abraham, not on anything they did or did not do (Exodus 2:23-25; Deuteronomy 7:6-8; Romans 11:1-6, 11,12).

2. Conditional: What Do We Mean?
a. Conditional means there are conditions by which a promise may or may not be received. 
b. The conditions—a lifestyle of faithfulness and obedience—are met by grace but meeting the conditions does not merit or earn the grace or associated promise.

3. Yahweh’s Choice of Israel as Light to the Nations: Conditional
a. Israel was light to the nations based on faith-based obedience (Deuteronomy 4:1-8; 26:16-19).

4. Blessing and Cursing: Conditional (Leviticus 26; Deuteronomy 28)
a. Blessing is the outpouring of Yahweh’s nature of mercy so His people would experience fuller measures of His abundant, eternal life.
b. Cursing is the outpouring of Yahweh’ nature of justice so His people would reap the temporal consequences of sin, and as a result, return to Him for their life.
c. Blessing and cursing are not merited or earned by actions alone. It is faith or doubt with their corresponding lifestyle that lead to blessing or cursing.
d. If we interpret this covenant through the lens of obedience in distinction to or separate from faith, sanctification is left to the realm of human effort and we miss the biblical reality that disobedience is first and foremost a crisis of faith.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E. Sign: The Sabbath
 
1. The Sabbath: Sign of the Mosaic Covenant (Exodus 31:12-18)
a. Because it is a commandment to engage in habits in the context of time, the Sabbath is a perfect sign of sanctification.
b. The Sabbath speaks to the issues of grace and faith, reminding Israel of Yahweh’s unconditional redemption (Exodus 20:8-11; Deuteronomy 5:12-15). 
c. The sign is a direct reminder of the covenant promises and provision: a unique nation that manifested His image in their lifestyle, which was conditional.

2. The Sabbath & the Abrahamic Covenant
a. The Sabbath is a sign of the Mosaic Covenant for separation and holiness.
b. The Sabbath is also built upon the spiritual realities of the Abrahamic Covenant as blessing, identity, completion, and life (Isaiah 58:1-7).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

F. Spiritual Themes

1. Sanctification is by Grace through Faith
a. Salvation is by grace through faith and so is sanctification.
b. A crisis virtually every believer faces is the reality that sanctification is by grace.

2. A National Identity of Israel
a. The Mosaic Covenant created a spiritual and national identity by which Yahweh’s glory would be seen in creation (Deuteronomy 7:1-11; I Peter 2:9,10).

3. The Torah Reveals the Lifestyle of Those Who Trust in Yahweh
a. Where the Abrahamic Covenant speaks of regenerating grace, the Mosaic Covenant defines the lifestyle of those who have been redeemed by His grace.

4. The Torah Foreshadows the Ministry of the Messiah
a. The Promised Seed (Genesis 3:15)
b. Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac (Genesis 22)
c. The Passover Lamb (Exodus 12)
d. The High Priest and the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16)
e. The Prophet like Moses (Deuteronomy 18:15)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Implications of the Abrahamic & Mosaic Covenants

Group Discussion
· What instruction in the Apostolic Writings is not initially given in the Torah or do not find their foundation in it?
· Is there instruction in the Torah not directly reiterated in the Apostolic Scriptures? If so, does this make a difference?

A. The Torah is not a curse (not God’s plan “B”), as has been taught by many in church history, but rather the revelation of God’s unfolding purpose.

1. The Torah is the continuing foundation of the revelation of God’s character and eternal purposes, without which, we have no stability in our faith nor reliability in our belief in the subsequent revelation.

2. Consider the following issues…
a. Moses said it was blessing and life (Deuteronomy 30:11-20).
b. David said he loved the Torah/Law and wrote the longest chapter in the Bible dedicated to extolling his love for it (Psalm 119).
c. Josiah returned to Yahweh with all his heart and soul by ushering in a revival based on a return to obedience to the Law of Moses (II Kings 23:1-3, 23-25).
d. Jeremiah promised that in the New Covenant, we would have the Torah/Law written on our hearts (Jeremiah 31:31-34).
e. Paul said the Torah/Law is holy, righteous, and good (Romans 7:12).

B. The Torah is not a covenant of works, by which Israel could have merited God’s salvation and life if they had only been obedient.

1. The Books of Moses, and the portions of instruction contained within it, were never given with the intention of securing salvation/justification through works (Romans 3:19-31; Galatians 3:1-14).
a. Tim Hegg writes in his commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians: “Paul’s categorical statement that ‘the law (Torah) is not of faith’…must be seen in this context, namely, that the Torah is not the basis for covenant membership because Torah does not produce faith. Faith is the gift of God to His chosen ones by which they are enabled to see the Torah for what it truly is: the revelation of God that leads to Messiah (Rom 10:4). Apart from faith, the Torah functions only to condemn—it can never bring life (covenant membership). In fact, genuine obedience to Torah (obedience which includes right motives as well as right actions) flows from faith.” 



Covenants: David & The New Covenant

Group Discussion
· Share a time when God granted you a measure of spiritual authority to expand His Kingdom and how it changed the course of your life.

The Davidic Covenant: Dominion & Spiritual Authority

A. Definitive Passages

1. II Samuel 7: Unfolding Reality of Yahweh’s Eternal Purposes

2. Secondary Passages: Psalm 89
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. Purposes, Promises, Provisions 

1. Throne  Temporal, Eternal (II Samuel 7:13,16; Psalm 89:29)
a. Notice its thematic continuity with the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 35:11).

2. Kingdom  Temporal, Eternal (II Samuel 7:12,16)

3. Dynasty/House  Temporal, Eternal (II Samuel 7:11,16)

4. Greatness  Fame, Reputation, Spiritual Authority (II Samuel 7:9)
a. Notice thematic continuity with the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3).

5. Possess the Land in Peace (II Samuel 7:10,11)
a. Notice thematic continuity with the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 13:1-18).
b. Notice its development by Ethan the Ezrahite (Psalm 89:19-23).

6. Father/Son Relationship (II Samuel 7:14; Psalm 89:26,27).
a. Notice its thematic continuity with the Abraham Covenant.

7. Unconditional Lovingkindness/Mercy (II Samuel 7:15; Psalm 89:24-29)
a. The theme of mercy is consistent with Yahweh’s promises to Abraham of blessing (Psalm 89:24-37).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. Relational Dynamic: Grace from Yahweh, Faith from David and Israel

1. Grace Manifested in David’s Selection as King
a. Yahweh’s selection of David to be king of Israel was based on His unconditional grace, not on David’s merit or the merit of Israel (II Samuel 7:8).

2. Grace Manifested by God Establishing David’s Throne Eternally
a. Yahweh promised David’s throne would be established for all generations (II Samuel 7:16; Psalm 89:3,4).
b. Yahweh promised Messiah will reign on David’s throne eternally (Isaiah 9:6,7).

3. Grace Manifested by God Establishing David’s Kingdom Eternally
a. Yahweh said David’s kingdom would be eternal (II Samuel 7:16).
b. Daniel prophesied Yahweh’s king would reign forever (Daniel 7:13,14).

4. Grace Manifested by God Choosing to Build David an Eternal House/Dynasty
a. In response to David’s desire to build God a physical house, God promised David a house/dynasty (II Samuel 7:1-16, esp. 12,13; I Kings 2:33).

5. Faith Response from David and His Descendants 
a. Faith was actualized (or not actualized) in the subsequent generations that descended from David’s house and kingdom (I Kings 6:12; esp. 11:26-13:10; II Chronicles 6:16,17; 7:17,18).
b. Faith was actualized in the lives of Hezekiah and Josiah.
c. Faith was not actualized in the lives of Rehoboam and most other kings.
d. The faithfulness of Israel and Judah’s kings was compared to David’s faithfulness to God (I Kings 3:3; 11:4-13; 15:1-5; 15:11; II Kings 14:3; 16:2; 18:3; 22:2).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. Basis of Covenant Fulfillment: Unconditional and Conditional

1. Promise of Eternal Throne  Unconditional (II Samuel 7:13,16; Psalm 89:29)
a. David’s throne is established by God’s choosing because He would cause faithfulness in David’s descendants, ultimately seen in the Messiah.

2. Promise of Eternal Kingdom  Unconditional (II Samuel 7:12,16)
a. David’s kingdom is established by God’s choosing because it is ultimately the kingdom over which God Himself will reign through the Messiah.

3. Promise of Eternal Dynasty/House  Unconditional (II Samuel 7:11,16)
a. David’s house is established by God’s choosing because it was through it that the Messiah would come.

4. Promise of Continuity of David’s Throne  Conditional 
a. The faithfulness of David’s offspring affected the temporal continuation of his throne but not the eternal continuation of it (II Samuel 7:15,16).
b. We see in the Messiah the fulfillment of the eternal promise, for He will be ever faithful to the Father (Luke 1:32,33).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E. Sign: Salt

1. Salt: Sign of the Davidic Covenant (II Chronicles 13:5)
a. The Covenant of Salt was established in the Books of Moses as a symbol of preservation and permanence (Numbers 18:19).
b. When understood in the Covenant of David, salt represents God’s grace working to preserve and make permanent David’s position, house, and throne as the seat of authority from which His Kingdom would be ruled in the Messiah.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

F. Spiritual Themes

1. God’s Promise of an Eternal King, Throne, House, and Kingdom is in David’s Seed, the Messiah
a. We see God’s promise of a king, house, and throne established (Isaiah 9:6,7).
b. The Davidic Covenant emphasizes the eternality of God’s rule over creation.
c. Many of David’s writings in the Psalms foreshadow his kingship as the everlasting rule of the Messiah (Psalm 89; 132, esp. 11,12).

2. God’s Kingdom: Now and Not Yet
a. The Kingdom has already come and the Kingdom is coming in its fullness.
b. Isaiah 9:6-7 tell us the Messiah’s Kingdom will increase forever. The increase prophesied began at His resurrection and expands until time and space cease (Ephesians 1:20-23; Philippians 2:9-11).

3. The Davidic Covenant is Restoration of Our Dominion 
a. God’s covenant with David is His promise of our place of authority over creation under the Messiah’s rule (Psalm 149; Revelation 2:26,27).

4. The Davidic Covenant Promises Messiah’s Rule Over the Nations
a. Messiah will rule over all the nations of the earth (Psalm 2; 149).
b. Peter interpreted the conversion of non-Jews as the fulfillment of promises made to David as prophesied in the book of Amos (Acts 15:13-18).

5. Spiritual Authority Follows Salvation and Sanctification
a. Spiritual authority cannot precede salvation and sanctification.
b. Spiritual authority must flow from faith in and obedience to Yahweh in the covenant of Abraham and Moses, in both the letter and in spirit.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The New Covenant: Heart Transformation

Group Discussion
· Share a time when God transformed your heart such that His will, which was once impossible, became possible. How did it change your life?

A. Definitive Passage

1. Jeremiah 31: The Unconditional Promise of Transformation into Yahweh’s Image

2. Hebrews 7-10: Expansion and Explanation of the Unconditional Promise as the Basis of Transformation

3. Secondary Passages: Ezekiel 36:25-27; II Corinthians 3:1-18
a. In the New Covenant, we see the fulfillment of God’s eternal purpose to administer His will by the power of the Spirit, in direct comparison to man’s attempt to fulfill the letter of the law.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. Purposes, Promises, Provisions

1. Forgiveness  Complete, Eternal (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

2. Reconciliation  I Will Dwell Among Them (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

3. Relationship  I Will Be Your God, You Will Be My People (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

4. Empowerment of the Holy Spirit for Supernatural Transformation  Yahweh’s Nature Written on Our Hearts (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:25-27)
a. The New Covenant is the promise of heart transformation

5. Covenants Brought to Their Full Intention
a. The New Covenant brings to fullness the intention of all the previous covenants for those who come to Yahweh by faith in the Messiah.
b. The point of all God’s covenants (Abraham, Moses, David) was for His people to come to Him in faith, trusting in His provision of blessing and life.
c. “New” contains the ideas of newness and renewal.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. Relational Dynamic: Grace from Yahweh, Faith from Israel and the Nations

1. Grace Manifested as Supernatural Provision for Restoration
a. God’s grace is actualized as the provision of a covenant intended to address the inadequacy of humanity to walk in God’s nature and purpose (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:25-27; II Corinthians 3:1-18).
b. Jeremiah says the source of the breakdown of God’s people in their relationship with Him was the lack of transformation by faith in Him (Jeremiah 31:32).

2. Grace Manifested as Forgiveness
a. God’s grace is actualized as forgiveness, His provision to rid us of all that separated us from Him (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Micah 7:18,19; Hebrews 8:12).

3. Grace Manifested as Reconciliation
a. By grace, those who trust in God are reconciled to Him, which will be completely fulfilled at Jesus’ return (Jeremiah 24:7; Hosea 2:20; Hebrews 8:10,11).
b. Through a sacrificial substitute, we are reconciled to Him.

4. Grace Manifested as Unique Relationship
a. God’s grace is actualized in us by restoring to a relationship with Him, by which it can be said we “know” Him (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 8:8-12). 

5. Grace Manifested as Heart Transformation
a. Grace is actualized as God’s nature inscribed on the heart of those who trust in the Messiah (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 11:19,20; 36:25-27; Hebrews 8:10).

6. Grace Manifested in a Exclusive Relationship with Israel
a. Grace is actualized in the New Covenant being established exclusively with Israel and Judah, for the ultimate restoration of all nations.
b. The New Covenant was not made with the nations or “the church” (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Romans 9:4,5).

7. Grace Manifested as Israel Receiving Her Messiah, Jesus
a. The New Covenant is being fulfilled and finds it completion when Israel has come to her Messiah (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Romans 9-11, esp. 11:1-32).
b. Those who come to faith between Jesus’ first and second coming are the first fruits of the New Covenant (Galatians 3:29).

8. Faith Response to God’s Messiah, Jesus
a. Faith is our response of trust in the person and work of the Messiah, Jesus, to accomplish the promise and provisions of the New Covenant.
b. The New Covenant declares the promises and provisions of all God’s covenants are accessed by faith alone (Romans 4:1-25; 9:30-10:13; Hebrews 8:8-10).

9. Faith Response as Trust and Obedience
a. Faith is actualized as inward transformation resulting in obedience to God’s Word as empowered by the Holy Spirit (Ezekiel 36:25-27; Romans 6-8).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. Basis of Covenant Fulfillment: Unconditional

1. Forgiveness  Unconditional
a. The New Covenant extends reconciling forgiveness to all those who respond to the Messiah in faith (Matthew 26:26-30; Acts 13:38,39; Romans 3:19-26).

2. Reconciliation  Unconditional
a. The New Covenant is the climax of God’s covenant promises throughout the ages to reconcile His creation to Himself. 
b. God’s promise of life in His covenants are unconditional, which means al people who trust in the Messiah will be blessed (literally, given life) by God’s choosing.

3. Unique Relationship  Unconditional
a. The New Covenant declares all those who trust in the Messiah will have unique covenant relationship with Him, literally, will know Him.
b. Those who participated in His previous covenants did not necessarily know Him, though He invited them into covenant relationship.

4. Supernatural Transformation  Unconditional
a. The New Covenant promises God’s instruction as contained in the Torah specifically, and His Word, generally, will be written on the hearts of all who trust in Him (Jeremiah 31:31-34).
1. Instruction alone, literally Torah, cannot empower us to be transformed into the image of the Messiah, which means external obedience is not evidence of New Covenant transformational reality (Romans 8:1-4).
b. The New Covenant was established as the result of human weakness, not inadequacy in previous covenants (Jeremiah 31:32; Hebrews 8:7-9).
c. The New Covenant does not negate God’s previous covenants; it completes them.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E. Sign: The Blood of the Messiah

1. The Blood of the Messiah
a. The sign of the New Covenant is the blood of the Messiah (Matthew 26:26-30).
b. The outpouring of life from one who was both God and man.
c. The blood of friendship in Abraham and the blood of forgiveness and covenant relationship in Moses finds it fulfillment in Jesus’ blood of covenant friendship/mingled natures (Hebrews 8:8,9) and forgiveness (Hebrews 8:10).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

F. Spiritual Themes

1. The New Covenant is Eternal in Scope
a. The New Covenant is eternal in its scope, which means it is not bound by time (Jeremiah 31:35-37).
b. Yahweh has invited His people into the New Covenant in every generation.
1. The Gospel was preached to Abraham and Israel (Galatians 3:8).
2. The Gospel was preached to Israel, given as an invitation into God’s life and blessing (Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6; Hebrews 3:1-4:2).
3. The Gospel is that to which the remnant has responded throughout time, whether Jew or non-Jew (Romans 9:27; 11:1-6).

2. The New Covenant is a Summary of Yahweh’s Eternal Purpose and Provision
a. His Eternal Purpose: I will be 

3. Faith: The Gateway to Life
a. Faith is the exclusive way to all Yahweh’s covenants and promises.
b. All those of faith, participants in the New Covenant, are inheritors of Abraham’s blessing of life, have been brought into Israel and are partakers of her covenants, and are part of the fulfillment of David’s covenant (Acts 15:13-18; Galatians 3:29; Ephesians 2:14-16).
c. It has always been God’s intention to have a people of faith. In His sovereignty, He raised up the nation of Israel to be light to the nations. While they have not walked in their calling, they are not cast off forever. However, they will come to restoration through faith; and, those among the nations come to Him through faith as well. This means that with the commencement of the New Covenant, God’s is fulfilling His purpose of raising up a people of faith, whether Jew or Gentile (Romans 2:12-29).

4. The Provision of the Messiah
a. God’s intention is to restore creation to its original purpose and does this through the provision of Jesus’ blood. 
b. The blood of Jesus makes it possible for us to mingle our nature with Yahweh’s and be restored to our original design.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Implications of the Davidic & New Covenants

A. The New Covenant does not supersede God’s previous covenants

1. Extension and Completion: Not Annulment
a. The New Covenant is both the foundation and fulfillment of all the other covenants. It brings to completion that which was promised in the others.

2. The New Covenant Inherently Contains the Torah
a. Yahweh promises to write the Torah on the hearts of His people.
b. Yahweh’s New Covenant is the promise to write the Torah on the hearts of His people, which means to do away with the Mosaic Covenant, we gut the promise of the New Covenant.

3. Covenants of “the” Promise (Ephesians 2:12)
a. In the Greek, the phrase includes the word the, which connects all the covenants with the eternal promise of Yahweh seen in the person and work of the Messiah.

B. All Yahweh’s covenants call His people to reach the nations with the Gospel

1. The Promise of the Nations
a. Abraham
1. All nations shall be blessed in you (Genesis 12:1-3).
b. Moses
1. Israel would be God’s treasured possession of all the nations (Exodus 19:5,6).
c. David
1. Israel, under the authority of God’s covenant with David, will possess the nations as the reigning authority (Amos 9:11,12). 
2. The Apostle James interpreted the inclusion of non-Jewish people in the body of Messiah through conversion as the fulfillment of the prophecy in Amos (Acts 15:12-19).
d. The New Covenant (Romans 11:11-24).
1. Jesus is the mediator of the New Covenant (Luke 22:20; Hebrews 9:15).
2. Both Jew and non-Jew have been called to salvation (Romans 9:22-24).
3. The promise of the New Covenant was made to Israel and Judah.
4. Israel’s rebellion led to their temporary rejection as it relates to their call to bring the Gospel to the nations and to walk as Yahweh’s people of faith.
5. Their rejection led to the inclusion of non-Jews by faith (Romans 2:28,29).
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